
Editorial Changes - Lisa Foster 
In August 2018 I received and ac-
cepted Kristin Pattersonôs resigna-
tion from the position of editor of 
WE Expressions. Kristin had held 
the position for over six years.  

In the April 2012 Chair Chit Chat, 
Liz Hisey commented, ñWe are re-
vamping our newsletter to make it a 
more viable tool for the Group.ò In 
the Editorôs Remarks, Kristin intro-
duced herself, and added ñFinally for 
the full disclosure, I have never pro-
duced a newsletteréhere is my initial 
effort which I hope you will all en-
joyéò Based on the appearance of 
the first edition Kristin edited, one 
would never had known. The issues 
were in a colorful format with photo-
graphs and exhibit pages. With Kris-
tinôs editorial oversight the publica-
tion transformed from a newsletter 
(Figure 1) into a trade journal 
(Figure 2). 

She solicited articles about various  
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topics related to exhibiting to pro-
vide a well-balanced, informative and 
entertaining publication. For issues 
where members had not provided 
material for publication, Kristin 
wrote articles to ensure a substantial 
publication went out on time.  

é.continued on page  

Kristin Patterson 

After                     Before                    

The board extends sincere thanks to all of you who voted in August for 
electing us to remain in office. I would also like us all to offer a warm  wel-
come to our newest board member, Director at Large, Ruth Caswell. I am 
thrilled to have her back in a leadership position. If there is anything you 
want to see or need from WE, please let one of the board members know. 
During StampShow a novice exhibitor requested more information for new 
exhibitors. I am pleased that Phillip Stager agreed to write an article this 
month on beginning Thematic Exhibiting, Sheryll Ruecker wrote the arti-
cle Homestead Act about the birth of her exhibit and our member spotlight 
is on Tim Bartshe who has been a mentor to many members.   

http://stamps.org/National-WSP-Shows


  Superb! The day was just su-
perb. Phil Stager shared his vast 
knowledge of competitive the-
matic exhibiting with 20 philate-
lists, 19 from around the United 
States and 1 from Europe. All 
were gathered in one of the 
ubiquitous, unadorned meeting 
rooms that are a part of stamp 
shows. The day, however, was 
anything but dull. Phil started 
exhibiting in high school, has 25 
years experience as both a judge 
and an exhibitor, with at least 6 
grand awards, and was a member 
of CANEJ for 12 years. He is 
highly qualified to help those 
who desire to craft competitive 
thematic exhibits. Absorbing all 
that was offered was a daunting, 
but very desirable, task. 
  The content covered everything 
you need to know to mount a 
competitive thematic exhibit or 
a display exhibit organized the-
matically. The basics were cov-
ered, and the discussion quickly 
moved to best or good practices 
and current fashions. Then the 
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Competitive Thematic Exhibiting APS On-the-Road Seminarï Ruth Caswell 

Interim Editorôs Remarks - Lisa Foster 

With Kristinôs resignation a new editor is needed. I will act in the interim, 
but I work full time, have ñother duties as assignedò and well, itôs not   
really a personal strength of mine.  

Thank you Laurie Anderson for assembling this quarterôs journal. 

The new editor will be supported by the Board and membership with  
article submissions, consultation and technical assistance.  

Please consider taking on this important service role for our membership. 

Annual Report: 
 

Treasurerôs Report:  
Income $3,651.29;  

expenses $1,369.80;  

balance $2,281.49 
 

Membership Report:     
103 members in good standing 

Women Exhibitors 
2016-2018 Board 
Lisa Fosterééé.Chair 

fosteld@gmail.com  

Shirley Griffééé.Vice-Chair 
shirley@griffrealestate.com 

Liz Hiseyééé.Treasurer 
lizhisey@comcast.net 

Vesma Grinfeldsééé.Secretary 
vesmag@gmail.com 

Carol J. EdholméééMembership  
peafowlphilatelics@gmail.com  

Denise Stottsééé.Dir-at-Large  
stottsjd@swbell.net 

Ruth Caswellééé.Dir-at-Large 
ruthandlyman@nventure.com 

Big 4 criteria in both the evalua-
tion forms and MOJE7, as they 
applied to thematic exhibits, 
were covered extensively. We 
learned best practices for includ-
ing a wide variety of philatelic 
material, how to structure pages, 
and develop attractive pages. We 
tried to wrap our brains around 
what should be on title pages, 
plan pages, and synopses. Very 
helpful examples, examples, and 
more examples were shown for 
all of the content areas. 
  Throughout the day we were 
given information on where to 
find a plethora of philatelic ma-
terials. There were lots of 
sources for numerous types of 
philatelic materials. Perhaps the 
best indicator of the wide variety 
of information given was the 
comments on the floor of Stamp 
Show the next day, such as ñYou 
need to talk to Phil Stager about 
where to find that.ò 
  If you are a thematic exhibitor 
and want to be competitive at 
stamp shows, you will want to 

find the next Competitive The-
matic Exhibiting Seminar of-
fered by Phil Stager. Letôs give a 
hint to APS and suggest they put 
this seminar on-line so everyone 
can benefit from the knowledge 
available. 

Phillip J. Stager: thematic exhibiting 
at StampShow/NTSS 2018 
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     Tim Bartshe is no stranger to 
all of you at WE. At WESTPEX 
he was awarded the newly creat-
ed WE Mentorôs award for the 
years of time and effort helping 
WE members to improve their 
exhibits. Tim has always been 
just an email away for any exhib-
itor.  

     He is well-known for his gold 
award-winning exhibits on the 
Orange Free State and Transvaal 
in the One-Frame, Thematic 
and First Day Cover classes, and 
has also exhibited in the Postal 
History, Postal Stationery and 
Picture Post Card classes. 

     He has been an American 
Philatelic Society (APS) judge 
for 21 years and chief judge for 
16 years. During this time, he 
has been responsible for train-
ing apprentice judges, one of 
whom, David McNamee, has 
been interviewed in a previous 
issue of this newsletter (2017 
Q3).  

     Tim was a member of the 
Committee for Accreditation of 
National Exhibitions and Judges 
(CANEJ) until recently for 12 

years.  He was primarily involved 
in the development and intro-
duction of the experimental Pic-
ture Post Card Class which was 
at that time not a recognized ex-
hibiting class.   

     Later, as chair of the CANEJ 
committee responsible for the 
revision of the Manual of Phila-
telic Judging, he co-authored a 
large portion of it to incorporate 
the Uniform Exhibit Evaluation 
Form (UEEF).   

     A past president of the Amer-
ican Association of Philatelic 
Exhibitors (AAPE), he has con-
tributed to the AAPE Journal 
The Philatelic Exhibitor (TPE) with 
a regular column on stamp show 
administration. 

     In addition to all this, he has 
been a philatelic workhorse, hav-
ing judged at some 95 national 
shows in North America, South 
Africa and England, not to men-
tion over 15 local and regional 
shows across the west and south-
west. 

     He has received numerous 
awards recognizing his contribu-
tions to local, regional and inter-
national philately, as well as to 
the specialist groups to which he 
belongs, notably:  

2002 ï the Manfred Weinstein 
Memorial Medallion for his con-
tributions for the advancement 
of South African philately, 

2007 - the Chaloner Memorial 
Trophy presented by the Coun-
cil of Northern California Phila-

telic Societies for his exemplary 
service to regional philately, 

2008 - the Nick Carter National 
Volunteer Award for his efforts in 
assisting the national philatelic 
community, 

2009 ï the Herdenberg Award for 
his long and distinguished service 
to AAPE, 

2016 - the AAPE Bud Hennig 
Award for excellence and improve-
ments in philatelic judging. 

     His friendly, welcoming man-
ner and upbeat sense of humor 
has made being on the jury with 
him an uplifting experience. His 
push to have the jury wearing coats 
and ties to the critique, er, feed-
back forum has on occasion not 
been completely successful.  

     A list of those recalcitrant re-
peat offenders whose only excuse 
was that they wouldnôt even wear a 
tie to their own wedding can be 
found in Timôs Spotlight article 
and shows that he is not afraid to 
name names! Check it out!  
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 



     The story of this exhibit began 
in October 2016, when I won more 
of the Oregon Stamp Societyôs auc-
tion lots than I expected. One lot 
was a grouping of Oregon town 
postmarks, which I acquired for the 
$20 starting price.  

     It was set out on ñtown and 
typeò pre-cancel album pages in al-
phabetical order. What space was 
not filled up with pre-cancels was 
filled with postmarks of towns. On 
the backs of the pages, the previous 
owner had mounted larger post-
marks, meters, slogan cancels and 
the odd cover. The lot had been 
craftily described as ñan interesting 
way to collect Oregon postmarks.ò 

     I spent some time learning 
about pre-cancels as I removed 
them from the pages and put them 
in Vario sheets, cutting out the ex-
amples of the actual cancels from 
the printed album pages. I found 
that our stamp club had used some 
of them as postage. Someone back 
then had gone to a lot of trouble to 
use different town pre-cancels each 
month when sending out the news-
letter. 
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     Then I decided to put the rest 
in binders, sorted not by town 
name, but by county. While this 
was fun learning about the 36 
counties in Oregon, I advise you 
that it is not a good way to store 
town postmarks. Who can re-
member in which county Sublim-
ity is or which towns are in 
Crook County? 

     Once all the postmarks were 
finally filed, I had time to look at 
the covers in more detail. Many 
had the original contents and 
were connected. They were ad-
dressed to the Land Office staff 
in La Grande in eastern Oregon
ï a Register or Receiver, or both. 
Though some of the covers were 
black with smoke damage, the 
letters inside were in good nick. 

               On reading some of 
them, I realized that they were 
from people applying for land 
claims under the Homestead 
Act. They specified where their 
land was using a shorthand un-
familiar to me, a series of ¼ 
and ½ fractions with a few N, 
E, S and W directions thrown 
in. I counted about 16 letters. 
16éa magic number! Hmmmé 
A gleam in my eyeé 

The Life Cycle of my Homestead Act Exhibit 

Part 1: A Gleam in my Eyeï Sheryll Ruecker 

The letter in these covers showed the pioneering 
spirit of the homesteaders in Eastern Oregon. 

Cover above: sent from Prairie City, Grant 
County, OR to the Register and Receiver of the 
La Grande Land Office, April 8, 1908. 
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This short article will be on the 
mechanics of exhibiting and is 
focused on the beginning exhibi-
tor.  As the old cliché goes, you 
have to start somewhere.  I start-
ed some 55 years ago when I 
entered a two frame topical ex-
hibit on ships at the 1963 Cuy-
Lor Stamp Show.  I received a 
very attractive third place medal.  
The hook had been set. 
 

PAPER:  A frequent question I 
hear is where do I get paper for 
my exhibit and what kind.  I use 
110 lb. card stock that is ph-
neutral.  I get it at my local pa-
per store, MAC Papersô Min-
iMac Store in Clearwater, FL.  
How did I find them?  Google 
paper store and your city or met-
ro area. 
The paper store can provide the 
pages in any size that will fit into 
a standard exhibit frame.  Lots 
of paper samples to peruse.  For 
my thematic exhibits I use 11 
x11 pages.  Several postcard ex-
hibits are on double size or 11 
x17 pages.  My botanical exhib-
its are on a very light beige color 
paper; other exhibits are on 
basic white paper.  Get enough 
paper the first time.  Paper 
stores come and go; paper com-
panies may discontinue produc-
ing whatever you just purchased.  
I just purchased 500 sheets in 
each color of the 11x11 size. 
This should last me a good five 
years. 
The advantage of larger size 
(larger than 8.5 x 11) pages is 
greater flexibility in page layout.  
The disadvantage is that they are 
a bit of a challenge to ship.  You 

need a bigger box and it will cost 
a bit more. 
 

PRINTER:  If you use pages larg-
er than 8.5 x 11, you will need a 
printer than can print on the 
larger pages.  Iôve been using an 
Epson WF-7010 that cost me 
around a hundred dollars some 
five years ago.  If you are con-
templating the purchase of a 
new printer, try some sample 
pages to make sure the heavier 
card stock feeds through the 
printer without jamming. 
 

PAGE PROTECTORS:  If you 
can afford the time and money 
in preparing an exhibit, you can 
probably afford something other 
than the flimsy ones from your 
local office supply store.  Many 
exhibitors use the 3 mill or 4 
mill Mylar protective pouches 
available from Atlantic Protec-
t i v e  P o u c h e s 
(www.atlanticprotectivepouches.
com/).  Atlantic Protective 
Pouches (APP) can produce page 
protectors in any size you may 
want.  APP makes them about 
Ĭò oversize so you can get the 
pages in and out without a lot of 
difficulty.  APP ships the page 
protectors in a sturdy box which 
you can then use to ship your 
exhibit. 
 

WORD PROCESSOR PRO-
GRAM:  I use Corelôs WordPer-
fect since that is what I started 
out using some years ago 
(remember Netscape anyone?).  
Many exhibitors use Microsoft 
Word or Publisher.  MS Publish-
er enables one to prepare a com-
pletely digital exhibit before 

committing anything to paper.  
Use whatever program with which 
you are comfortable or competent.  
All have more features than you 
will probably use in five lifetimes. 
 

MATTING OR FRAMING:  All 
good-looking exhibits are either 
matted or framed.  I mat mine 
since Iôm still pretty good with a 
steel straight edge and a single 
edge razor blade.  If you prefer 
neat boxes around the philatelic 
material, your proficiency in using 
your word processor will be useful.   
 

OTHER TECHNIQUES:  Win-
dowing is nothing more than cut-
ting a neat hole in an exhibit page 
and mounting an item from the 
back of the page. (fig.1 below)  
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

Itôs a very useful technique to save 
space on an exhibit page.     

Fig. 1: These two illustrations are the 
front and back of a page from my Pine-
apples one frame exhibit. The Pineap-
ple Brand Ham meter stamp and the 
USS Preble cancellation are too good 
to cut up and mount from the front, so 
they are windowed.  

      ...continued on page 6 



Slitting involves cutting a vertical or 
horizontal slit in an exhibit page 
and then inserting the part of a cov-
er behind the page.  (see below)  

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

HOW TO MOUNT COVERS:      
I use self-adhesive corner mounts to 
fasten the cover to the matting and 
then use a glue stick or óblue dotsô 
to fasten the assembly to the exhibit 
page.  Blue dots are a adhesive ap-
plied with a roller.  They adhere 
well and are usually readily remova-
ble.  Blue dots and corner mounts 
are usually available in craft type 
stores or through Amazon.  * 
 
 
 
 
 
 

 
 
 
GOOD REFERENCE:  The tech-
niques discussed above are further 
explained and examples are given in 
The Philatelic Exhibitorôs Hand-
book, 2nd ed., by Randy L. Neil, 
The Traditions Press, Shawnee-
Mission, KS, c1995. 
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Phillip J. Stager, an APS judge for 25 
years, is an experienced thematic    
exhibitor with multiple Grand and 
FIP level thematic exhibits on a variety 
of topics including and four multi-
frame picture postcard exhibits. His 
ñBambooò and ñCoconutsò exhibits 
can be seen online at http://aape.org/
exhibits.asp and https://stamps.org/
Topical-Exhibits which also has his 
exhibits on ñCannabisò, ñClevelandò, 
ñDates, the Genus Phoenixò, 
ñPineapples - Pinas Ananasò, and 
ñThe Royal Palm = La Palma Realò.  
  

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
*Note: On August 15, 2018 on the 
Women Exhibitors (WE) Face-
book page Sheryll Ruecker wrote, 
ñMy favorite thing is the Herma 
glue dotter with repositionable 
glue dots. I can put it onto pages, 
mattes, stamp mounts and corner 
mounts to make all my exhibit 
pages. No other glue dot tool has 
been up to the standard of this 
one.ò ñThe Scotch dotterôs perma-
nent tape is too permanent, and 
other removeable tape either 
doesnôt hold the item or leave a 
residue when trying to remove it.ò  

These illustrations show the slitting tech-
nique.  I did not want to show the entire 
Polish cover in the middle of the page 
since the cancel is the only part of the-
matic interest.  So, I cut a slit in the page 
and only the cancellation shows. The 
last illustration is the back of the same 
page. 

Phillip J Stager 

Editorial Changes...continued  

The issues were frequently 
centered on a theme. For ex-
ample the October 2012 issue 
concentrated on technology 
in exhibiting, the January 
2013 on young exhibitors, 
and the July 2014 issue on the 
internet as a place to retrieve 
philatelic information. 

In addition, Kristin promoted 
Women Exhibitorôs purpose 
of  encouragement, shared 
information, ideas, experi-
ence, advice, problems and 
solutions. In July 2015 Kristin 
remarked, ñIn each WE Ex-
pressions, I attempt to have 
an article about a memberôs 
exhibiting experiences (both 
good and bad.) I hope that 
you have enjoyed learning 
from others.ò  

Kristin wholeheartedly em-
braced her role as editor, and 
in October 2014 wrote, ñThe 
purpose of WE Expressions is 
to keep members abreast of 
upcoming events, relay tips on 
exhibiting, and make mem-
bers more comfortable with 
exhibiting. I hope that we 
have succeeded.ò  

Under the editorial leadership 
of Kristin, the purpose was 
fulfilled with each and every 
issue. Be sure and let Kristin 
know how much you enjoyed 
the publication and appreciat-
ed the time and effort she put 
forth over past six years.  

Editorial Changesé  
continued from page 1 
For example in WE Expressions  
October 2012 Kristin wrote, 
ñElectronics in Exhibitsò, ñVideo 
Used in an Exhibitò, 
ñIncorporating QR Codes in Exhib-
itsò, and ñPostage Stamp Giftsò.  

Some Basic Information in Philatelic Exhibits...continued from page 5 
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