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Mongolia used these iconic portraits by  

August von Klober (1793–1864) and Joseph 

Karl Stieler (1781–1858) to mark the 250th 

anniversary of Beethoven’s birth in 2020. Ugly BBeeeetthhoovveenn 

In 1970, Greece issued a stamp of a dark, glowering Beethoven which 

doesn’t appear to be based on a portrait. Perhaps a blonde, metrosexual, 

hipster portrait appeals, as in this 1973 portrait of a Sagittarian. 

Three rather ugly stamps from 2020. 

Bosnia & Herzegovina (Serb Admin) used 

the Stieler portrait, but with odd gray splotches all over Beethoven’s face. Israel issued a rather cartoonish 

adaptation of the same portrait with oddly  piercing eyes. Azerbaijan used an odd design, fashioning an image 

of Beethoven to form a heart in the corner. 

 

 

 Senegal issued a stamp in 

1970 with a portrait seemingly 

designed for the stamp of a windblown Beethoven—perhaps 

after riding a motorcycle without a helmet. The stamp from Austria (1970) and the 

local issue from the Bernera Islands (1978) show an 1823 portrait of the stern, 

impatient, ill–tempered, aged composer by Ferdinand Georg Waldmuller (1793–1865). 

Macau issued an odd pair of stamps in 2020. One 

shows a c1786 silhouette attributed to Joseph 

Neesena long with a G clef, an ear and ear horn, 

referriong to Beethoven’s eventual deafness, and the 

back of a piano. The other shows a drawing of 

Beethoven energetically playing the piano with a 

series of numbers emanating from the soundboard, 

and a foot appearing from the bottom 

Print technology is accessible and cheap, while postal rates are at their highest. This ‘perfect storm’ means

that counterfeiters increasingly take advantage, with Post Offices needing to embrace ever-more sophisticated

security features.   This display only covers material first used, or considered, for postage stamps since 2000.

A 2000 Tullis Russell Coaters

on dummy stamp.

Overprinted by intaglio to

offer an extra level of security.

*Diffractive Optically Variable Image Device.

France led the way in 2016 with

 for mail tracking. Germany followed in

2021, with each stamp having a

, also letting new services be implemented.

 and

 are two

likely future stamp security features, but only when the costs

and technology advance sufficiently to be a viable proposition.

*

 was first used by

Jersey in 2011. The technique

requires precise print and embossing

registration to function at its ultimate.

was first used by Croatia from

2012. An invisible black and white design is revealed

using a specialised piece of laboratory equipment.

This feature, normally reserved for bank note production, was first used on stamps

in 2003 by Enschedé. It only reveals a completed image when it is held to the

light. It requires perfect register of both sides of the print - not easy to accomplish.

Advances in

software has

seen
  on

the same stamp.

Tullis Russell’s

 is a PSA

paper, with repeat

text over the

backing produced

at paper making

stage. First used by

Canada in 2013.

First introduced by

Royal Mail in 2009,

these many
 serve to

identify both the

product by source

and the year of

stamp production.

A has replaced

the more usual half-

tone image screening.

Repeating a  pattern,

but at a differing

screen angle, is the

 in a stamp help to

prevent their re-use, as

intentional damage will

invariably occur when  any

removal attempt is made.

><

The effect after trying to

remove a ‘security slits’ stamp.

Here, 100, 300

and 600 lines

per inch (lpi)

adds to the

stamp security.

A 2020 Machin stamp with slits.

>
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Booklets

2010 PSA stamp

from London

2010 Show PSB.

The effect when

held to the light.
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A Busy Fall Schedule
I hope you enjoy this issue of our journal. If your AAPE membership 

was set to expire this year, most of you were sent a renewal notice by email 
on December 2. If you think you did not receive your statement, it is pos-
sible it went to your spam folder. Please check. If we have no email address 
for you, we sent you a notice by regular mail. Thanks to all who have made 
our lives simpler by renewing right away. If you have not renewed, this is 
the last issue of The Philatelic Exhibitor you will receive until you do.

It was a busy fall for WSP shows and I hope you were able to attend one 
or more. All but two of the regularly scheduled shows took 
place, plus Philatelic Show and NAPEX which rescheduled 
to the fall. Unfortunately, NOJEX and UNEXPO 2021 
had to be canceled. Amazingly, when SESCAL in May was 
forced to cancel their October show because of a venue 
problem, The San Diego Stamp Show was able to start 
from nowhere and take the same dates. I was able to attend 
and can report they pulled it off. Going forward this will 
be a winter show, next scheduled for February 24-26, 2023.

Although AmeriStamp Expo was started by AAPE, 
for many years it was the APS winter show with AAPE 
involvement. It accepted more single frame exhibits 
than normal, held the Single Frame Championship, and 
the AAPE Single Frame Team Championship. When 
APS announced their last winter show would be held in 
conjunction with ARIPEX 2019, our organization stepped 
in to sustain AmeriStamp Expo and the activities that made 
it special. We made plans to collaborate with Chicagopex 
beginning with their 2020 show. 

The pandemic prevented Chicagopex 2020 from hap-
pening. There were enough qualifiers to justify a Single 
Frame Championship, so we conducted a well-received 
virtual competition on the same dates and with the same 
jury that would have been at Chicagopex. We list the 2020 
champion with all the other champions and without any as-
terisk. This year, we held AmeriStamp Expo as part of Chi-
cagopex 2021, but we did not have enough qualifiers for a 
meaningful Single Frame C of C. The qualifiers we had will 
be able to take part in 2022. We were able to have an AAPE 
Team Championship as reported on elsewhere in this issue. 
Next year we plan to hold AmeriStamp Expo at Chicagopex 
with all its traditional events. 

From Your President by Mike Ley

At the Awards Banquet for Chicagopex.

The pictorial cancellation from the San 
Diego Stamp Show, held in October.



Third Quarter 2021 • The Philatelic Exhibitor • 15

 

     PF Offers $10 Grading Special 

Many exhibitors own extremely fine and superb United States stamps 
which have received PF Certificates over the years, but have never had them 
graded. With the growing market for graded stamps, the PF is offering a     
limited time discount rate of $10 for each stamp submitted for grading which 
the PF has previously certified as genuine at any time from 2006 to date.  Even 
better, at the time of submission, you will be able to designate the minimum 
numerical grade you believe the stamp should receive. If it is awarded the   
requested grade, you will receive a replacement certificate with the  original 
date and the grade on the certificate. In the event our expert staff determines 
your designated grade is too high, your stamp will be returned and it will not 
receive a graded certificate. At $10 per stamp, be sure to take advantage of this 
limited time offer.  

To maximize your savings and reduce the expense of mailing and       
handling, forward a submission of a number of your highest quality stamps    
together with their ungraded certificates. All you need do is mark the instruc-
tion box on the PF’s submission form “Grading  Special” and send the stamps 
with their certificates. You can down load a submission form on our website: 
www.philatelicfoundation.org.  
  So act now and get your highest quality stamps graded with replace-
ment certificates for those with  ungraded certificates issued by the PF from 
2006 to date. For 75 years, the PF has issued the most reliable and authorita-
tive certificates in all of philately. Now is the right time to enjoy peace of mind 
with graded PF Certificates for only a nominal cost. Any questions? Call our 
Executive Director, Larry Lyons or email, llyons@philatelicfounation.org.  

Scott #7 Graded 98       Scott #11 Graded 100J   Scott #17 Graded 100J  Scott #313 Graded 95 

       COLLECT WITH CONFIDENCE —  
                            WITH A GRADED PF CERTIFICATE 
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earned working for Dr. Haas. Since 
the accusations involved both Yohe 
and his wife it provoked the Doctor to 
immediately send his resignation to 
Warden Morgan. The warden did not 
accept the resignation, but forwarded 
it on to the superintendent of Fed-
eral prisons and an investigation was 
launched. 

Joseph Fishman, the Federal prison 
inspector, went to Mitchell, South Da-
kota to take a statement from Sawyer 
before traveling to Kansas City for 
Brock’s account. 
Both	men	admitted	their	part	in	

trying to force Dr. Yohe to resign but 
denied implying or saying that Saw-
yer was a Federal agent. The inspector 
also visited Warden Morgan, Doctors 

The U.S. States
Federal Prison in
Leavenworth, Kansas
Circa early 1930s

Dorothy Lyon
Kansas City pilot, who 
served as office manager at 
Specialty Optical in 1935.

Air capital tour foursome (left to right): Col. Ruby Garrett, general counsel 
of the KC Chamber of Commerce; Barton Stevenson and Charles Towns, air-
plane reps and pilots, and Dr. John D. Brock, manufacturing oculist and flier. 

Haas and Yohe to record their parts in the conspiracy before 
turning the evidence over to the Federal prosecutor. Two 
months later Brock, Sawyer and Dr. Haas were indicted by a 
federal grand jury for conspiring to force Dr. Yohe to resign 
with the main charge being against Sawyer for impersonating 
a federal agent. 

The scandal of having two of Leavenworth’s most respect-
ed	families	pitted	against	each	other	made	front	page	news	for	
the six days of testimony. Dr. Haas did not testify and would 
not make any public statements leaving it to be Dr. Yohe’s 
word against the other defendants. The judge would not 
allow the statements Sawyer and Brock had given inspector 
Fishman to be entered as evidence. This greatly damaged the 
prosecutor’s case resulting in the trial ending on May 31, 1919 
with a hung jury and the case would not be retried. Although 

Warden Morgan was not charged 
in the conspiracy, he was caught 
giving untruthful statements to 
the inspector during the inves-
tigation and resigned before the 
grand jury indictment. The irony 
of this case is that Brock had to 
continue reporting to his parole 
officer	Dr.	Yohe,	until	being	
released	from	parole	March	12,	
1921.
On	January	9,	1920	the	Federal	

census shows Brock’s occupa-
tion as an optometrist owning his 
own business. How he went from 
having only an 8th grade educa-
tion in 1914 to become a Doctor 

27729_TPHE_3502_TXT  Sig 8 A
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The next AAPE event will be the George Brett Cup 
competition for qualifying 20th century exhibits to be held at 
the Rocky Mountain Stamp Show, May 27-29, 2022. They 
had to cancel their 2020 and 2021 shows and this will be their 
first show held in the spacious Arapahoe County Fairgrounds 
Exhibition Hall. It promises to be a large show with the 
Women Exhibitors (WE) hosting their annual WE FEST. 
Other specialty societies taking part are Polonus, Rossica, 
the Armenia Philatelic Association, and the Colorado Postal 
History Society. The show has 400 available frames if needed. 

If you are involved with a show, you should consider 
promoting it with an ad in TPE. Unfortunately, not all shows 
think about it soon enough and we get ad requests too late. 
Our production schedule is listed on page 47. As an example, 
the fourth quarter issue (October) has an advertising order due 
date of August 22, an advertising art due date of September 2, 
and production closes September 9. Then there is extensive 
proofreading before it is sent to the printer. Our printer mailed 
the last issue on September 29. On October 1, I emailed a link 
to all members enabling them to look at a PDF of the journal 
while waiting for USPS to deliver their hard copy. This 
schedule will be typical and should help you decide in which 
issues it make sense to place ads for your show and how to get 
them to us in time. 

I am wishing that you all have a fun year improving your 
existing exhibits and developing new ones. Hopefully, our 
paths will cross somewhere. )

m giscougar@aol.com

AAPE Critique Services
The American Association of Philatelic Exhibitors offers an exhibit cri-

tique service under the leadership of Jay Stotts, an AAPE director and ac-
credited chief judge. This service is free of charge to members, but fees are 
required to cover the cost of mailing and returning exhibit materials. 

The AAPE Exhibitors’ Critique Service enables members to submit ex-
hibits (one exhibit per application form, maximum of 160 pages) to be re-
viewed in writing by an exhibit judge qualified in your subject area, specialty 
or topic. The judge will review your materials and make specific comments 
on the copies that you provide. Additionally, the critiquing judge will return 
an evaluation form addressing six specific aspects of your exhibit, including 
specific suggestions for improvement.

The detailed process and application form for the critique program can 
be found online at: www.aape.org/critique_service.asp. For specific ques-
tions, contact Jay Stotts at stottsjd@swbell.net.
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WE (Women Exhibitors) will host 
their annual WE Fest at the Rocky 
Mountain Stamp Show in May.

The Rocky Mountain Stamp Show 
will also host Polonus, Rossica, the 
Armenia Philatelic Association, and 
the Colorado Postal History Society, 
among others.
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I’m Excited,
Are You Excited?

As I write this, I am sitting on a balcony overlooking the beautiful 
Atlantic Ocean, it’s early morning and about 60°F (15.5°C for those of 
you outside of the US). Thanks to the generosity of a friend, my wife and 
I have stolen away for a few days between the holidays. And I am excited!

Many of you will think, “Well, of course you are excited, you’re 
on vacation.” And while that fact does encourage my enthusiasm, 
it’s not the only source of my elation. The potential presented by 
the coming of a new year has always provided inspiration. I’m not 

so much of a resolution maker as I am a fresh-start-partaker. Think 
about it — a fresh new year to start another adventure, plan out 

a new exhibit or travel to a show after a long hiatus. Are you 
excited yet?

If not, consider what awaits you in the pages yet to be turned. 
This issue of The Philatelic Exhibitor holds a vast array of material 

that will inform, instruction and, hopefully, inspire you to greater achieve-
ments in this new year. The authors have prepared materials on the issues 
of rarity and philatelic importance, you’ll find a humorous take on how to 
read the behavior of judges at a show, and young exhibitors will give you 
a brief look at their motivations and their influences. You’ll also find some 
novel approaches designed to encourage participation and excitement for 
exhibiting. Oh, and don’t forget The Fly, naturally he buzzed through this 
issue too.

But my eagerness is not just for this edition, I’m excited for a whole 
new year of collecting, researching and publishing. Thanks to several of 
you, this year will bring to TPE funny and poignant stories from the ex-
hibit floor. There will be more how-to articles, including how to see your 
work as a frame before you get to the frame. And we’ll hear from those 
who can help us all achieve greater results with very specific aspects of our 
exhibits.

This new year represents a stockpile of new possibilities. While being 
responsible with our personal behaviors and decisions, it’s time to get ex-
cited and get back to our pursuit of the hobby we love. I’ll do my best to 
bring you the stimulus, if you’ll plan to run with it.

I’m excited, are you excited?

Regarding Letters to the Editor
AAPE members and other readers of The Philatelic Exhibitor are encour-

aged to share their comments, questions and feedback in the form of let-
ters, which can be submitted electronically (exhibitor@philatelicpress.com) 

Outside the Frame by Martin Kent Miller
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Civil War Philatelic Society
Larry Baum, Membership Chair

316 West Calhoun Street
Sumter, SC 29150

brochure@civilwarphilatelicsociety.org

www.CivilWarPhilatelicSociety.org

E s t a b l i s h e d  1 9 3 5   •   R e s e a r c h ,  E d u c a t i o n  &  F e l l o w s h i p

Membership in the Civil War Philatelic Society serves an 
important role in collecting, preserving, and sharing the history 
of our nation. Our ongoing purpose is to further the study of the 
stamps and postal history of the Civil War and we need you. For 
over 85 years, we have worked together as collectors and students 
dedicated to preserving the philatelic history of a crucial time in 
our nation,s history, without the bias of politics or sectionalism. 
We hope you,ll join us in this important work.

Write, email, or visit us online for a packet of information 
describing the work and the benefits of membership in the Civil 
War Philatelic Society. You can also join easily and securely online 
at www.civilwarphilatelicsociety.org. 

Your Special Invitation to
join the fascinating world 
of Civil War philately

CWPS Ad Art - Full Page.indd   1CWPS Ad Art - Full Page.indd   1 4/5/21   10:06 AM4/5/21   10:06 AM



10  •  The Philatelic Exhibitor  |  First Quarter, 2022

or via mail to: Martin Kent Miller, 1361 W. Wade Hampton Blvd., Suite 
F-102, Greer, SC 29650-1146.

Submission of a letter to the editor implies consent to publish (unless 
the writer expressly indicates that the letter is not for publication). All 
letters to the editor become the property of The Philatelic Exhibitor and 
the decision regarding publication of the letter lies solely with the editor. 
Generally, letters will be published except in the following situations:

• the letter is known or determined to be factually incorrect;

• the letter is known or determined to plagiarize the work of other 
writers;

• the letter contains material determined by the editor to be offen-
sive and/or disrespectful, especially when pertaining to a group’s or 
individual’s ethnicity, gender, religion, culture, sexual orientation or 
race;

• the letter is confusing or based on unclear points;

• the letter contains crude, suggestive, profane or otherwise offensive 
language;

• the letter contains endorsements for or complaints about individu-
ally-named commercial products or services;

• the content of the letter is deemed by the editor to contain poten-
tially libelous or slanderous material;

• the letter contains personal tributes, attacks or thank-yous which 
are unrelated or detrimental to the objectives of the journal or the 
AAPE;

• the letter substantially repeats a letter previously selected for publi-
cation;

• the letter is submitted anonymously or under a pseudonym;

• the letter pertains to a timely topic and was submitted too late to be 
of sufficient relevance;

• the letter is largely unrelated to philately.

Letters are edited for clarity, fact checked and sometimes trimmed to 
fit the space available in the journal. The opinions expressed are always the 
writer’s own. Due to space considerations and in the interests of clarity of 
communication, letters to the editor should be no more than 500 words.

The Philatelic Exhibitor intends to promote philatelic dialog and an ex-
change of ideas, especially relating to exhibiting. Therefore, we may notify 
authors of articles and letters to the editor when we receive a response to 
their published work. Authors will be offered an opportunity to reply to 
any letter selected for publication in The Philatelic Exhibitor. 

Writers are expected to disclose any personal or financial interest in 
the subject of letters submitted.

Letters from readers who are not members of the AAPE are welcomed; 
however, letters are generally only published when received from a mem-
ber in good standing.  )
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www.kelleherauctions.com

America’s Oldest Philatelic Auction House • Established 1885
Daniel F. Kelleher Auctions
Email: info@kelleherauctions.com  

22 Shelter Rock Lane • Unit 53 • Danbury, CT 06810 
Phone: 203.830.2500 • Toll Free 800-212-2830

Kelleher’s World Renowned Public Auctions Since 1885    •   Online Auctions    •    Many Personalized Services

Among All Auction Houses... 
Why is Kelleher’s The Collectors Choice?

1st
Choice!

David Coogle 
Co-Chairman

Laurence Gibson 
Co-Chairman

At Kelleher’s You’ll Enjoy Selling as Much 
as You Enjoyed Buying Your Collection

It can be 
FREE!
Email 
us now, 
we’ll tell
you how!

Experience the Experts 
at Kelleher Auctions

Our Co-Chairmen are continually
available to talk personally with you.

How do you in fact get the best price? By knowing the value of your collection before 
selling it. Let one of our renowned owner professionals review your collection and 

honestly—  without pressure—discuss the market value and how you can best achieve that. We 
work towards a common goal of getting you the most for your collection. 

“I would like to tell you how happy I 
was with the buyer from your main office.  
He came to my home and spent a  
considerable amount of time going 
through my stamp collection.

“Not only did he buy it for a more than 
fair price, but it was double that some 
other buyers previously offered me.

“Thanks for a pleasant experience. I 
would recommend your fine Company 
to anyone who is thinking of selling or 
consigning their collection.”
  Steven Gray
  New York

“In closing, I’d like to thank you, 

and your staff at Kelleher Auctions, 

for your professionalism and success 

in handling my father’s collection. It 

was a very difficult thing to do to give 

up the collection after so many years. 

But your organization has handled 

the process beautifully. Thank you so 

much, again!” 
Stephen E. Backhus

 
Nevada

“Wishing you and yours, David, a 

meaningful and delightful Easter holiday. 

My sincere thanks for your handling of my 

stamp consignment as well as providing 

expert and trusted support for my estate 

needs. Your customer service rating (on a 

scale of 10) is a 15! I have never been so 

well served by a philatelic professional!  

(keep up the GREAT work on the maga-

zine, and please tell Maureen how much I 

appreciated her kind and helpful courtesy 

when we spoke on the phone).”

 

With warmest regards, 

 

Gene Luttrell

Selling will be a very rewarding experience
...especially when you come here.

Kelleher’s Stamp Collector’s Quarterly • Second Quarter 2021 • 1

Kelleher’s

Challenger Stamp • 1995

Stamp Collector’s
Quarterly

2nd Quarter 2021
Vol. VII • No. 2
Whole No. 26 • $7.50

Come With Us 
for a Great

Summer Read!

Come With Us 
for a Great

Summer Read!
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Mail AAPE MEMBERSHIP APPLICATION TO: 

Elizabeth Hisey, AAPE Secretary 
7227 Sparta Road 

SEBRING, FL 33872 USA 

Enclosed are my dues of $20.00* (US and Canada) or $25.00 (all foreign mailing addresses) and 
application for my membership in the AAPE, which includes $17.00 annual subscription to The Philatelic 
Exhibitor. Paypal is available for an additional $1.00. Either use the electronic application or indicate on 
this form and I will contact you. Foreign airmail is an additional charge, please inquire if interested. Please 
make checks payable to AAPE, Inc. 

NAME:_______________________________________________________________________________ 
ADDRESS: 
______________________________________________________________________________________ 

CITY: _________________________________________ STATE:_______________ ZIP: ___________ 

 COUNTRY: _________________________________ 

eMAIL: ______________________________________________________ 

PHONE: ____________________________________ 

PAYPAL: Yes: ______ No: _______ PHILATELIC MEMBERSHIPS: APS ________________  

OTHER:__________________________________________________________ 

BUSINESS AND OR PERSONAL REFERENCES (NOT REQUIRED IF APS MEMBER): 

SIGNATURE:______________________________________________ DATE: ____________________ 

* Premium membership levels are also available – All amounts over the annual dues are a tax free 
donation. Members at these premium levels (Contributing, Sustaining, Patron) will be listed on the 
website and in TPE (if so desired). Thank you for supporting AAPE.   

Contributing Membership $30 per year 
Sustaining Membership $50 per year 
Patron Membership $100 per year 

Multiple year memberships are available; at all levels. Up to 4 additional years may be paid in 
advance Paypal convenience fee ($1) applies only once at the basic level of $20.00 per year (US 
and Canada) or $25 per year (all other foreign addresses).  

*Youth Membership (age 18 and under) $10 annually includes a subscription to TPE. 
* Spouse Membership $10 annually —TPE not included. 

Join Us!
The American 
Association of 

Philatelic Exhibitors 
encourages every philatelist—no matter 

where you live, no matter your experience 
as a collector and/or exhibitor—to join our 

wonderful organization. The exhibiting 
world of the most exciting segment of the 
stamp hobby—and the AAPE has been at 

the heart of this world since 1986.

Joining Is Easy!
Simply fill out, then tear out or photocopy, 
the application at right and send it today 

with your check to Ken Nilsestuen
1000 Kingswood Drive
Akron, OH 44313-5921 

Need More Information?
Visit our website at:

www.aape.org
and find out about the wide range

of events and activities conducted by the 
AAPE. We’d love to have you involved, 
though it’s never necessaary to enjoy our 

many benefits. 

Meet Fellow Members
at every stamp show in America. 

Most stamp shows feature special AAPE 
seminars where you can meet other 

members and find out more about us.

Director of Exhibitors 
Critique Service

Jay Stotts • stopttsjd@swbell.net
PO Box 690042

Houston, TX 77269-0042
 

AAPE Youth Championship Director
Vesma Grinfelds

3800 21st St.
San Francisco, CA 94114

  vesmag@gmail.com

One Frame Team 
Competition 
Chairman  

Sandeep Jaswal
Email: sj722@aol.com

Critique Service For Title
And Synopsis Pages

Jim Hering 
rosehering@roadrunner.com

Mentor Center Manager
Bill Schultz

235 Chatham Way
West Chester, PA 19380
bill@patriciaschultz.com

Diamond and Ruby Awards
Ron Lesher

P.O. Box 1663 
Eastern, MD 21601

revenuer@atlanticbb.net

Press Releases/Publicity 
Dawn Hamman

 21042 Anclote Ct
Venice FL 34293

dawnthephilatelist@gmail.com 

Educational Seminars Coordinator
The AAPE is looking

for a new coordinatgor for
this important service. If you

are interested, contact
Mike Ley, President

at giscougar@aol.com

• Working For You • 
Contact these fine people for answers, information, and help:

Director of AAPE Open
Forum Meetings
Mark Schwartz

2020 Walnut Street, #32C
Philadelphia, PA 19103

mark.schwartz1@verizon.net

Webmaster
Larry Fillion

18 Arlington Street
Acton, MA 01720

webmaster@aape.org  

AAPE Awards 
Coordinator:
Joan Harmer

1325 Echo Hill Path
Yorktown Heights, NY 10598

joan@harrmersinternational.com

Awards Director/Canada 
Shirley Griff, 25 South St. South, Port Robin-

son, ON L0S 1K0 Canada 
shirley@griffrealestate.com

*Premium membership levels are also available—All amounts over the annual dues 
are a tax free donation. Members at these premium levels (Contributing, Sustaining, Pa-
tron) will be listed on the website and in TPE (if so desired). Thank you for supporting 
AAPE. Contributing Membership: $45 per year. Sustaining Membership: $60 per year. 
Patron Membership: $100 per year. (All preceding for U.S. & Canada members.)

LIFE MEMBERSHIP: Those under 65 will pay $500, under 70 - $400, under 75 - 
$300, and 75+ - $200. (Foreign life members $100 more at each step.)

Multiple memberships are available at all levels. Up to 4 additional years may be 
paid in advance. PayPal Convenience Fee ($1) applies only once at the basic level of 
$25.00 per year (US & Canada) or $35 per year (all other foreign addresses).

* Youth Membership (age 18 and under) $10 annually; includes TPE.
* Spouse Membership: $12.50 annually—TPE not included.

Enclosed are my dues of $25.00* (US & Canada) or $35.00 (all foreign mailing addresses) and

Ken Nilsestuen, Secretary
1000 Kingswood Drive
Akron, OH 44313-5921

27729_TPHE_3502_TXT  Sig 1 B
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The Hennig Award Presented to  
Alan Warren at Chicagopex 2021 
by John M. Hotchner, Chair, Hennig Award Selection Committee

In the range of awards that AAPE gives to recognize merit and out-
standing performance, none is more esteemed than the Bernard Hennig 
Award, inaugurated in 2007, to honor long-serving judges who, like Bud 

himself, have become the embodiment of the highest level of 
service. Only ten judges have achieved this honor in the 14 
year history of this award, which recognizes someone who is 
acknowledged in the judging corps as a model for all of us to 
emulate.

Alan Warren was announced as the 11th recipient at Chi-
cagopex this year. As is traditional the awardee is not informed 
before the announcement, and Alan was the most surprised 
person at the Chicagopex banquet when AAPE President 
Mike Ley began to describe Alan’s record of achievement; and 
it became clear who the honoree was. A brief recitation is ap-
propriate here.

Alan was accredited as a philatelic judge in 1988; subse-
quently adding accreditation in literature, and as a Chief Judge 
for both philatelic and literature juries. Over his 30+ years 
of service, he has built an enviable reputation for being well 
prepared for all his assignments, objective and accurate in his 
analysis, and thorough in providing feedback to exhibitors. In 
addition, he has mentored a number of up-and-coming judges.

He is a long-time member of the American Philatelic Society’s Com-
mittee on the Accreditation of National Shows and Judges (CANEJ), 
served as a subject matter expert participating in the last two major revi-
sions of the APS Manual of Philatelic Exhibiting and Judging; and subse-
quently did training seminars for judges on Illustrated Mail and Cinderel-
la Philately on behalf of CANEJ.

It is fair to say that Alan is a philatelic Renaissance Man. He has written 
for over 70 philatelic publications in the US and abroad, has served as a 
board member or officer of numerous organizations (highlighted by being 
a past president of the APS Writers’ Unit, and the Scandinavian Collectors 
Club, current president of The Scandinavian Collectors Foundation, and 
past Vice President of the American First Day Cover Society.) He served 
as secretary of the INTERPHIL 1976 Board, and as publications chair 
for WASHINGTON 2006. He is a long-time member of the Expertizing 
Committee of the APS.

Society NewsAAPE

Alan Warren holds 
AAPE’s Hennig Award, 
presented to him at 
Chicagopex 2021. (Photo 
courtesy of Jay Bigalke)



World’s first International One-Frame  
Stamp Championship Exhibition

June 9-12, 2022 
Toronto, Canada

• World’s Largest Exhibition of One-Frame Exhibits
• 85 Worldwide Dealer Booths
• 400+ One-Frame Exhibits
• International Print and Digital Literature Competition
• Live Auction of Fred Fawn’s Award-Winning  

Large Head Queen Collection
• Societies / Seminars / Social Gatherings
• Youth Activities
• Discover Toronto/Niagara Falls/ Canada

www.capex22.org

 at the base of the  
CN Tower in the heart 

of Toronto’s downtown 
entertainment district

rpsc.org

HOSTED BY:

filatelia-interamericana.com/ f-i-p.ch/

PATRONAGE BY: RECOGNITION BY:

csdaonline.com

SUPPORTED BY:
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of CAPEX 22
coilcollector@hotmail.com

FEATURING

STAMP LAUNCH

VINCENT GRAVES GREENE 
PHILATELIC RESEARCH 

FOUNDATION
www.greenefoundation.ca
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Some may be surprised by his record of achievement as Alan is known 
to be one who lets others bask in the philatelic limelight, but his work has 
been noticed, and previously honored by receiving the 2015 Luff Award 
of the APS for Service to Philately. He was the 2013 winner of the Col-
lectors’ Club of New York’s Liechtenstein Memorial Medal. In addition 
he has been inducted into the APS Writers’ Unit Hall of Fame, and is a 
Fellow of the Royal Philatelic Society, London.

The selection of Chicago as the location to present the Hennig Award is 
particularly appropriate as Chicagopex was Bud Hennig’s home show. The 
2021 event had 300 frames of excellent exhibits, a literature competition 
(Alan chaired the literature jury), and was well attended by exhibitors 
and collectors happy to see the return of in-person shows. Next year’s 
Chicagopex is scheduled for November 18-20, 2022, and will host the 
AAPE, the Mexico-Elmherst Philatelic Society, and Rossica, the collectors 
society for Russian and related philately.

2021 AAPE Team Championship 
Decided at AmeriStamp Expo
by Sandeep Jaiswal

The AAPE Team Championship is a fun event that was first 
held in 2006 as part of AmeriStamp Expo (ASE) in Toronto, 
Canada. It has been an annual event every year since, until last 
year when there was no ASE because of the pandemic. AAPE 
was prepared to hold a virtual team championship in 2021, but 
fortunately that was not necessary as Chicagopex/AmeriStamp 
Expo 2021 took place November 19-21. 

In the competition, exhibitors that had already entered a single 
frame exhibit in the open competition at the show could group 
themselves together into five-person teams. There was no addi-
tional entry fee. 

Exhibits were evaluated by the jury with the following points 
assigned for each medal level: 

• Large Gold = 110
• Gold = 100
• Large Vermeil = 90
• Vermeil = 80
• Large Silver = 70
• Silver = 60
• Silver-Bronze = 50
• Bronze = 40
• Certificate = 30

To encourage people to develop new exhibits, teams earned 
a 30-point bonus for each “new” exhibit – never shown at the 
national or international level (minimum = 0; maximum = 150). 

Phone: (847) 910-6048
Email: jim@jameslee.com

www.JamesLee.com

P.O. Box 3876 • Oak Brook, IL 60522-3876  

JamesLee.comDrop us an email 
message and let us send you 
our BI-WEEKLY EMAIL
NEWSLETTER full of lots 

of special items at
great prices.
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Special Summer Edition

Volume XXIII No. 2
Summer 2021
Whole No. 98

67+68 – Cover used to Paris, France
5c Buff and 10c Green tied to small full cover 
with large Boston “PAID” cancels. Red “Boston 
Paid 12” CDS, boxed “PD”, and French “1 Oct 
‘61” receiving marks on front. Black “Paris Oct 1” 
receiving mark on the back. A beautiful use of the 
15-cent rate. The shade of the 5c Buff is stunning! 
Ex-Big Sky (PH98-02) $475.00

14 – Cover used from San Francisco
10c green tied by CDS. “From Noisy /Carrier’s 
Mail 17 Long Wharf S.F. Cal.” Handstamp at 
lower left. Noisy Carrier was a small emporium run 
by Charles Kimball on the San Francisco wharf. 
Reduced ¼ “ at right. PF certificate mentions: tone 

11-E8c - Draper, Welsh & Co. 
3c Scarlet die essay pulled on ivory glazed paper, 64x77mm, 

full size, XF. This is the only full-size example I have en-
countered. (EP98-01) $750.00

spot at left, tiny scrape be-
low right “X” and a small 
tear at bottom right. The 
faults are not apparent, 
and it exhibits very nice 
eye appeal! Ex-Big Sky 
(PH98-01) $600.00

On Friday, October 
29 we will pub-

lish the last issue of  our 
full-color quarterly news-
letter. It will be a double 
issue serving as Nos. 99 & 
100 simultaneously. Anyone 
can freely view this last is-

sue on our HOME PAGE! 
As ever, it will feature spe-
cial offers from our vast 
inventory. We thank our 
wonderful customers for 
supporting the 100 edi-
tions of  this unique pub-
lication since 1997.
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Exhibits previously 
shown at local/regional 
shows were acceptable 
as “new” exhibits.

A bonus of 30 points 
was earned by the ex-
hibit winning the One 
Frame Grand Award, 
20 points for either 
Reserve Grand Award. 
Teams also earned 10 
bonus points for each 
special award spon-
sored by the American 
Philatelic Society, or 
the Creativity Award 
sponsored by the 
AAPE. No other soci-
ety awards or special 
awards carried any points towards the team’s total score.

The team score was the total of the scores of its five entries 
plus any bonus points earned. The team with the highest ag-
gregate score was the winner. After the medals were posted on 
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full size, XF. This is the only full-size example I have en-
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faults are not apparent, 
and it exhibits very nice 
eye appeal! Ex-Big Sky 
(PH98-01) $600.00

On Friday, October 
29 we will pub-

lish the last issue of  our 
full-color quarterly news-
letter. It will be a double 
issue serving as Nos. 99 & 
100 simultaneously. Anyone 
can freely view this last is-

sue on our HOME PAGE! 
As ever, it will feature spe-
cial offers from our vast 
inventory. We thank our 
wonderful customers for 
supporting the 100 edi-
tions of  this unique pub-
lication since 1997.

The AAPE Championship team, from the left: Michael Ley, Richard Drews, Cap-
tain Gregory Shoults, Stephen Knapp and Doug Weisz.
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Saturday the “Oldies but Goodies” team had a lead, but the final result was not deter-
mined until the special awards were announced Saturday night. Two other teams could 
still have won if either had won both the single frame grand and a reserve grand. That 
did not happen as “Oldies but Goodies” won both the single frame grand and a reserve 
grand. Winning team members and their exhibits included:

Gregory Shoults, 
Captain

Washington & Franklin Third Bureau Imperforate 
Coils

Richard Drews Trans-Oceanic Uses of the 30 Cent U.S. Issues of 
1861-1868

Doug Weisz New Orleans 5 Cent Brown Provisional 1861-1862

Stephen Knapp Reimagining the Continental Large Numeral Es-
says of 1869

Michael Ley Burma 1966 Locally Overprinted Official Stamps

A complete list of winning teams since 2006 can be found on our website as well as 
the rules for most years. Just click “Exhibiting” on the left side of the home page and 
then select “OFE Team Competition.”
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Eric Jackson is the “Gold Standard in Revenues” with more than 47,000 
items in stock — specializing in revenue stamps of the United States and 
Possessions, Match and Medicine Stamps, Revenue Stamped Paper, Taxpaids, 
State Revenues, Canada Revenues, AMG Revenues, U.S. and Canada 
Telegraph Stamps, U.S. Local Post Stamps, and much more. We also maintain 
an inventory of philatelic literature pertaining to revenue stamps of the world. 
Wherever you are — online, at a show, or near a phone, finding and buying 
what you need is simple and quick with Eric Jackson. 

The Gold Standard in

Huge Online Catalogue
Our Own Internet Auctions, plus...eBay Auctions!

ERIC JACKSON
the hobby’s premier dealer 

of revenue stamps since 1975

P.O. Box 728 • Leesport PA 19533-0728 
Phone: 610-926-6200 • Fax: 610-926-0120 

E-mail: eric@revenuer.com • Online: www.ericjackson.com

Visit us online at www.ericjackson.com

Buying & Selling
Established 1914

Eric Jackson for Philatelic Exporter.indd   1 9/16/2016   4:02:40 PM
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Email: jim@jameslee.com

www.JamesLee.com

P.O. Box 3876 • Oak Brook, IL 60522-3876  

JamesLee.com
Drop us an email 

message and let us send you 
our BI-WEEKLY EMAIL
NEWSLETTER full of lots 

of special items at
great prices.

Our	Unique	Newsletter
We’ll soon publish the 

98th edition of our full-color 
quarterly newsletter. All 
of our customers receive 

it free. Everyone can 
always freely view the

latest issue on 
our website!

It always features very 
special offers from our vast 
inventory of U.S. essays, 
proofs and a large array of 
postal history.

Welcome to our New Advertising 
Manager: Mr. Rick Gibson
 —for The Philatelic Exhibitor

Bill Di Paolo has served as our ad manager for the past 
four years and we offer him our profound thanks for a 
very efficient and caring record in this position. I want to 
thank him for his tireless efforts on behalf of our association. 
Rick Gibson, his replacement will do the following:  

1. Secure ads for the publications from firms in the philatelic 
community. Rick is an AAPE board member and a very ca-
pable manager. 

2. Answer requests for advertising information.
3. Maintain records of advertising commitments (i.e. annual 

contracts, single insertions).
4. Contact advertisers as needed for new ads.
5. Invoice for all ads and inform the Treasurer.
6. Review pre-publication proof to be certain all ads are 

included and current.
As you can see, this is one of the most important tasks an 

AAPE volunteer has to ful fill. Welcome, Rick!!

James E. Lee’s Philately • Whole No. 97 • 1

Philately
$5 • Free To ClientsJames E. Lee's

Philately

Phone: (847) 910-6048
Email: jim@jameslee.com
www.JamesLee.com

P.O. Box 3876 • Oak Brook, IL 60522-3876

Special Summer Edition

Volume XXIII No. 2
Summer 2021
Whole No. 98

67+68 – Cover used to Paris, France
5c Buff and 10c Green tied to small full cover 
with large Boston “PAID” cancels. Red “Boston 
Paid 12” CDS, boxed “PD”, and French “1 Oct 
‘61” receiving marks on front. Black “Paris Oct 1” 
receiving mark on the back. A beautiful use of the 
15-cent rate. The shade of the 5c Buff is stunning! 
Ex-Big Sky (PH98-02) $475.00

14 – Cover used from San Francisco
10c green tied by CDS. “From Noisy /Carrier’s 
Mail 17 Long Wharf S.F. Cal.” Handstamp at 
lower left. Noisy Carrier was a small emporium run 
by Charles Kimball on the San Francisco wharf. 
Reduced ¼ “ at right. PF certificate mentions: tone 

11-E8c - Draper, Welsh & Co. 
3c Scarlet die essay pulled on ivory glazed paper, 64x77mm, 

full size, XF. This is the only full-size example I have en-
countered. (EP98-01) $750.00

spot at left, tiny scrape be-
low right “X” and a small 
tear at bottom right. The 
faults are not apparent, 
and it exhibits very nice 
eye appeal! Ex-Big Sky 
(PH98-01) $600.00
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perhaps too good, when he applied for a 
position in Dallas as State Manager of Texas 
for the Mystic Workers of the World, another 
insurance society. 

When he applied for the job he was 
described as polished, intelligent, capable, 
modest and, “presented enough recommen-
dations	and	certificates	of	character	to	run	a	
pulp factory for six months”. It was reported 
that he did a good business for the Mystics, 
establishing several excellent lodges that 
brought in many new members (a more ac-
ceptable term for those cash paying clients).  
A devilish parasite named greed sometimes 
infests the road to prosperity and this bug 
caused Brock’s big mistake. The Equitable 
Fraternal Union, another fraternal insurance 
society,	offered	to	
pay him a commis-
sion of $6.00 for 
every new member 
he recruited. 

He presented a 
list	with	200	names	
and received the 
$1,200	fee	before	190	
of those new mem-
bers suddenly re-
signed.  An investi-
gation followed that 
found they were 
fictitious	names	and	
he was indicted by a federal grand jury for 
using	the	mails	to	defraud.	Although	$1,200	
does not sound like an impressive amount 
today, it could have bought three brand 

Brock Optical: J. D. Brock had three companies 
that at one time employed over 120 workers operating 
from the same building on McGee Street. The Specialty 
Optical Company manufactured and imported optical 
supplies, while Superior Optical and Kansas City Opti-
cal sold less expensive products. Notice Brock’s Waco 
taperwing biplane circling over the K.C. skyline on the 
corner card promoting his aerial lenses.

White House Visit 
October 13, 1931 (Below)
President Hoover was very interested in airport conditions 
around the country and they had a pleasant 30-minute 
chat during which Dr. Brock was commissioned a Major 
in the Specialist Reserve Section of the Air Corps by 
Secretary of War Patrick Hurley. Cachet sponsored by 
Merchants and Manufactures Association. All covers 
postmarked Washington, D.C.

27729_TPHE_3502_TXT  Sig 10 A

Corrections
In the Fourth Quarter, 2021 issue, I inadvertently omitted the byline 

for “AAPEs of the Month.” That regular feature is prepared by John M. Hotchner and 
Mike Ley.

Also, in the last issue, Peter P. McCann’s 
name (listed on page 1) was presented with 
an incorrect middle initial. 

Submission of Society News
News involving the American Associa-

tion of Philatelic Exhibitors, AAPE mem-
bers and related organizations should be 
email to exhibitor@philatelicpress.com 
-or- mailed to: Editor, TPE, 1361 W. Wade 
Hampton Blvd, Suite F-102, Greer, SC 
29650-1146. Unless otherwise noted, sub-
mission of any materials implies permission 
to print the information.
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AAPEs of the Month
by John M. Hotchner and Mike Ley

In recognition of their contributions to the success of the 
AAPE, The Philatelic Exhibitor, and philatelic exhibiting, thanks 
and a round of applause to the following people:

October, 2021: Joan Harmer, new Awards Chair for AAPE. 
As part of her new duties she prepared fillable PDFs to make it 
easier for shows to report their award results to us electronically; 
saving time and effort for the shows. 

November, 2021: Cary Finder, Awards Coordinator for the 
United Postal Stationery Society. He worked with Philatelic 
Show 2021 which hosted the UPSS CofC and with UPSS 
exhibitors, so that there were 26 stationery exhibits filling 126 
frames. Outstanding!

December, 2021: The following members who staffed the 
AAPE table at Chicagopex ’21 for our annual convention: Mike 
Ley, Dan Walker, Behruz Nassre Esfahani, Tony Dewey, Greg 
Shoults, Larry Nix, John Hotchner, Bonnie and Rich Drews, 
and Susan Jones.  )

AAPEs
o f  t h e  M O N T H

 

 62nd Annual Stamp Show 

WESTPEX 2022* 
April 22 - 24, 2022 

 

San Francisco Airport Marriott Waterfront Hotel 
1800 Old Bayshore Highway, Burlingame, CA 
 

 A World Series of Philately  
       Exhibition with 4,000+ pages  
       in 280+ frames 
 

 A Bourse of 76 National  
       and International Dealers 
 

 Schuyler Rumsey  
       of San Francisco Auction 

 

Hosting 
 

 United Postal Stationery   
Society              

 

 Western Cover Society 
 

 Hawaiian Philatelic Society 
 

 American Philatelic            
Society—Spring Meeting 

Prospectus and Entry Forms  
Available from Ross Towle 

400 Clay Street, San Francisco, CA 94117 and on the web at 

www.westpex.org 
*will follow recommendations from health authorities 
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Plan Now to Attend CAPEX 22 
June 9-12, 2022 in Toronto 
by David Piercey, FRPSC

CAPEX 22 International One Frame Stamp 
Championship Exhibition will be held at the Metro 
Toronto Convention Centre (MTCC) in the heart of 
Toronto’s downtown entertainment district June 9-12, 
2022.

This is the first international exhibition to be 
held in Canada in the past twenty-five years. All five 
previous Canadian international exhibitions, CAPEX 

51, CAPEX 78, CAPEX 87, CAPEX 96, and Canada 82 7th International 
Philatelic Youth Exhibition have similarly been held in Toronto, Canada’s 
largest city, and all have been hosted by the Royal Philatelic Society of 
Canada (RPSC). 

CAPEX 22 will be particularly special as it will be the world’s first inter-
national one frame exhibition. Never before will have so many one frame 
exhibits been collected together in competition for Grand Prix honours. 
400+ frames of one frame exhibits have been entered into competition and 
all available frames are now fully subscribed. One frame exhibiting, cham-
pioned by AAPE, is an important advancement in international exhibiting 
that is drawing attention and creating excitement in the philatelic world. 
As an exhibiting class, it has only recently been recognized and only re-
cently have international exhibitions started to include this class among 
the usual multi-frame exhibit types. Never before has there been an in-
ternational philatelic exhibition devoted exclusively to this exhibit class.

Show NewsAAPE
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The Venue
The CAPEX 22 dealer bourse and exhibits hall will be located in 

the 28,000 square foot Constitution Hall in the 100 level of the Metro 
Toronto Convention Centre (MTCC) North Building, 255 Front Street 
West. This location is central in the city and surrounded by many of the 
city’s most important tourist and cultural attractions. 

In the bourse, over 85 booths have now been filled. With over 30 of 
the preeminent Canadian dealers, 20 American dealers, and dealers or 
auction houses from Britain, Australia, Germany and Switzerland, this is 
an outstanding opportunity for collectors to see a wide selection of retail 
offerings. A full listing of attending dealers will be found on the CAPEX 
22 website, www.capex22.org.

The Name Auction 
The award-winning Canada 1868-1876 Large Queen collection of the 

late Fred Fawn will be sold by the Toronto firm of R. Maresch & Son at 
auction on the evening of Friday, June 10, 2022 at the CAPEX 22 venue. 
The Large Queen issue of the classic period were the first stamps printed 
in Canada and have long been popular among British North America col-
lectors, specialists and exhibitors. Maresch and Son are well known across 
Canada, and the opportunity to view auction items, attend a live auction 
and track the bidding on important pieces should not be missed.

Canada Post
Canada Post is participating at 

CAPEX 22 with a large booth in the 
pre-function area. Canada Post has 
been an early supporter of CAPEX 22 
with the issue of a CAPEX 22 over-
print of the Bluenose 100 souvenir 
sheet issued June 29, 2021 in com-
memoration of the launching or the 
storied Bluenose fishing and racing 
schooner in Lunenburg, Nova Scotia 
in 1921. Canada Post is also releasing a new stamp during the exhibition 
which will be unveiled at a stamp launch ceremony.
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Society and Specialist Meetings
Four conference rooms have been set aside for meetings, seminars and 

social events throughout the four days of CAPEX 22. Over 20 societies 
have already booked times and the full schedule of these events is posted 
on the CAPEX 22 website, www.capex22.org. Plan visits to your favorite 
groups, as attendance will be limited to the seating capacities of each con-
ference room.

Toronto and its Attractions
Toronto has lots to offer to its visitors beyond philately. There are 

many attractions immediately adjacent or nearby to the convention site, 
including the CN Tower, the iconic structure dominating the city’s sky-
line and the tallest free-standing structure in the Western Hemisphere. 
Toronto has just recently been ranked the second safest city in the world 
by the Economist Intelligence Unit, the world leader in global business 
intelligence. Toronto was also named the most multicultural city in the 
world by BBC Radio in 2016, as 51% of the city’s residents were born 
outside of Canada, and the city boasts 200 ethnic groups with over 140 
languages spoken. Numerous international neighborhoods lie waiting to 
be explored, including Chinatown, Greektown, Little Poland, Little Italy, 
and Little India.

Toronto is justifiably famous for its gastronomy and its variety of in-
ternational cuisines. One can just as easily find local Michelin-star restau-
rants, as well as small delicatessens, ethnic restaurants, market stalls and 
local street foods. June is at the start of Canadian summer and Toronto’s 
outdoor food venues shine throughout this season. 

Visitors from out of town may choose accommodations from a wide 
range of major brand hotels, suite hotels as well as boutique hotels in the 
immediate downtown areas to suite one’s personal preferences. Booking 
early will ensure your stay during CAPEX 22. Interested visitors who also 
intend to spend some time sightseeing should check out Toronto’s tourism 
website, www.destinationtoronto.com.

Be part of the world’s first International One Frame Stamp Champion-
ship Exhibition. )
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WESTPEX 2022 Stamp Show
by Robert N. Pope

WESTPEX recognizes the seriousness of the COVID-19 pandemic 
and will carefully follow recommendations of health authorities.

The sixty-second annual WESTPEX show will be held April 22 – 24, 
2022 at the San Francisco Airport Marriott Waterfront Hotel, 1800 Old 
Bayshore Highway, Burlingame, California, just a mile south of the San 
Francisco International Airport. 

This open exhibition will feature over 280 frames of exhibits,and par-
ticipation by the United Postal Stationery Society, Western Cover Society, 
Hawaiian Philatelic Society and the American Philatelic Society (Spring 
Meeting). This is a World Series of Philately exhibition with the Grand 
Award winner eligible at the next Champion of Champions competition.

The show’s bourse will include sixty-five national and international 
dealers in stamps, postal history and stationery and supplies, filling the 
bourse with items desired by general collectors, specialists and exhibitors. 
The show will once again have a large four-day auction by Schuyler 
Rumsey Auctions with a large number of lots ranging from single items to 
large collections which will be available for pre-auction viewing. 

Numerous specialty societies, clubs, and study groups will hold a vari-
ety of meetings and seminars during the three-day event. 

There is a WESTPEX-sponsored youth area with free stamps and sup-
plies for young collectors. On Sunday, April 24, a Boy Scout Merit Badge 
program is scheduled.

Continuing the tradition of a local show theme, WESTPEX 2022 
will be celebrating the 85th Anniversary of the Golden Gate Bridge. 
WESTPEX will offer a special Cinderella souvenir sheet as well as cachet 
covers. 

You will not want to miss the 62nd annual WESTPEX Stamp Show. It 
will officially open at 10:00 a.m., Friday April 22. Complete show details, 
reservations, schedules and theme story will be available online at www.
westpex.org. 



22  •  The Philatelic Exhibitor  |  First Quarter, 2022

Rarity & Narrative

An exhibitor at NAPEX ’21 pulled me aside on Sunday morning. He 
had received a Large Gold with 93 points, and was happy with the result. 
But he had a question that had been bothering him, and wanted to get it 
straight in his own mind: What is the relative weight between telling a 
story with his exhibit, and rarity? 

Well, the easy answer is that they are different animals. Tell-
ing the story the exhibit starts out to tell is covered (along with 

other aspects) under Treatment, which gets 20 points. But 
Treatment includes “Title, plan, development, balance, and 
comprehensiveness.” Telling the story promised by the title 
of the exhibit includes at least parts of three of those five el-
ements. 

Rarity, on the other hand, is its own criterion, and also gets 
20 points, but that 20 points is purely rarity, defined as “Chal-
lenge, difficulty of acquisition.” 

If we think of the two areas as distinct, rarity might be more 
important because it is all 20 of the points for that category. 

But have the two areas no overlap? What if a philatelic item 
is not rare but is essential to telling the story. Or conversely, 
what if something is howlingly rare, but it gets into the exhibit 
for that reason alone, not because it is important to the story? 
In the former case, I would suggest that there be no deduction, 
but in the latter case, the rare material does not connect to the 
story, and should be given little weight in determining Rarity 
points.

Further, if the exhibitor mistitles the exhibit, and as a result 
does a poor job of telling the story the title promises, or if the ti-
tle is correct but the exhibit does not carry its promise forward, 

it is not likely that the rare material included is going to be creditable for 
purposes of its inherent rarity. The judge has to be careful here as it may 
be tempting to crush the exhibit’s chances of a high medal by double din-
ging (the practice – to be avoided – of taking points off in two categories 
for the same thing).

So, my answer to the exhibitor is that telling a clear, challenging story, 
supported by rare/scarce material that contributes to the story, is the way 
forward. Both categories of points are important. But including rare ma-
terial that is marginally related to the story will not save an exhibit with a 
badly told story from being downgraded.  )

As I See It by John M. Hotchner

...what if 
something is 

howlingly rare, 
but it gets 
into the  

exhibit for 
that reason 

alone...



A Journey From FIBRE To Fabric 

The creation of fabric using natural fibres is a story that weaves around art, artisans 

and a rich heritage that we strive to preserve 

Natural fibres like cotton, 

silk, jute and wool are used  

to spin yarn 

Fibre is spun into yarn using 

a spinning wheel or “charkha”.  

Mahatma Gandhi encouraged people to 

spin yarn and weave their own cloth. The 

spinning wheel  became a symbol of self-

sufficiency and freedom for India. 

Yarn is dyed before being woven into cloth. 

The earliest looms used for weaving date 

back to almost 2,000 years ago. 

A modified form of hand weaving is used 

to make Bobbin Lace (known as Tønder  

Lace in Denmark). This form of lace 

evolved in the early 16th century, and 

was popular till the 19th century when it 

was replaced by machine-made lace .  

Submi�ed By: Jacquiline Singh  

jacquiline@gmail.com 

Weaving is acknowledged as one of  the oldest 

surviving crafts of the world.  A handloom product 

is a piece of art that the weaver creates using 

different weave patterns.  

Mongolia used these iconic portraits by  

August von Klober (1793–1864) and Joseph 

Karl Stieler (1781–1858) to mark the 250th 

anniversary of Beethoven’s birth in 2020. Ugly BBeeeetthhoovveenn 

In 1970, Greece issued a stamp of a dark, glowering Beethoven which 

doesn’t appear to be based on a portrait. Perhaps a blonde, metrosexual, 

hipster portrait appeals, as in this 1973 portrait of a Sagittarian. 

Three rather ugly stamps from 2020. 

Bosnia & Herzegovina (Serb Admin) used 

the Stieler portrait, but with odd gray splotches all over Beethoven’s face. Israel issued a rather cartoonish 

adaptation of the same portrait with oddly  piercing eyes. Azerbaijan used an odd design, fashioning an image 

of Beethoven to form a heart in the corner. 

 

 

 Senegal issued a stamp in 

1970 with a portrait seemingly 

designed for the stamp of a windblown Beethoven—perhaps 

after riding a motorcycle without a helmet. The stamp from Austria (1970) and the 

local issue from the Bernera Islands (1978) show an 1823 portrait of the stern, 

impatient, ill–tempered, aged composer by Ferdinand Georg Waldmuller (1793–1865). 

Macau issued an odd pair of stamps in 2020. One 

shows a c1786 silhouette attributed to Joseph 

Neesena long with a G clef, an ear and ear horn, 

referriong to Beethoven’s eventual deafness, and the 

back of a piano. The other shows a drawing of 

Beethoven energetically playing the piano with a 

series of numbers emanating from the soundboard, 

and a foot appearing from the bottom 
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While we all know the lure of philatelic exhibiting, moving beyond desire 
to execution can be challenging. The American Topical Association (www.
AmericanTopical.org) sought to address that issue when it launched a novel 
online exhibit site in August 2021 as part of its participation in Great American 
Stamp Show 2021. Titled “My One-Page Exhibit,” this program created a globally 
accessible exhibiting platform for both novice and experienced philatelists. A 
principal goal was to encourage all philatelists to take a dip in the exhibiting pool 
and share their philatelic interests and creativity.

More than 240 exhibits were submitted and 216 were accepted for the site and 
assigned to 13 categories. Exhibits not accepted, oddly, typically lacked philatelic 
content. The substantial response featured exhibits mostly from the United States, 
but also from Australia, Canada, Germany, India and Peru. Exhibitors ranged from 
novice youths to an international large gold recipient. The program did not include 
judging or popularity votes. Instead, it focused on expression, storytelling and sharing.

by Thomas Broadhead & Michele BressoNovel Approaches

My One-Page Exhibit
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Weaving is acknowledged as one of  the oldest 
surviving crafts of the world.  A handloom product 

is a piece of art that the weaver creates using 
different weave patterns.  

❖ Guam became a territory in 1898, ceded to the US from Spain
along with Cuba, Puerto Rico and the Philippines

❖ The US Navy arrived in 1899 and set up a postal service 
aboard ship

❖ US overprinted stamps were used for a short time,                   
and only a few were produced (therefore collectable)

❖ Eleven US denominations were overprinted “GUAM”
plus one Special Delivery            

GUAM Scott #E1
(borrowed from
the Internet)

Guam Overprints

GUAM Scott #11
(borrowed from
the Internet)

GUAM
Scott #1-10

Submitted by
George D. Hauber, Sr.

gdhsr2@gmail.com

Spent our 40th Anniversary
on this tropical island 

for a whole year - 2005

Lived 
here

The Arcadia conference took place in Washington, D.C. from 22 
December 1941 through 14 January 1942, led by President Franklin 
D. Roosevelt and Prime Minister Winston Churchill of Great Britain. 
This conference was one of three ‘Conferences of the Allied Grand 
Strategy’, setting the defeat of Nazi Germany as their foremost goal. 
Agreement to combine military forces and resources under a single 
command resulted in the European Theatre of Operations.

The most important action of the Arcadia Conference however, was 
an announcement known as the “Declaration of United Nations” on 
1 January 1942. The 26 nations working together for peace formally 
agreed to form a new world peace organization, the United Nations,  to 
replace the impotent League of Nations.

The Arcadia Conference
Birth of the United Nations

New York, N.Y. to Washington, D.C., 8 January 1942
via First Class mail (3¢) with Special Delivery service (13¢) = 16¢ (3¢ postage due)

Addressed to Prime Minister Winston Churchill at the U.S. White House
Backstamped Washington, D.C. Special Delivery 8PM

Opened and resealed by U.S. Postal Authorities with British Embassy handstamp

One of four recorded examples of mail to or from the Arcadia Conference

Plate blockMis-perforation Denomination in U.S. Dollars

Submitted by 
Fran Adams
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Our hope is that the philatelic world will learn from the exhibits and 
that one-page novice exhibitors will be inspired to learn from examples 
how to refine their exhibit pages and to consider expanding the scope of 
their exhibits for both traditional and virtual exhibiting in the future. It 
is an opportunity for experienced exhibitors not only to create and share 
interesting items from their collections that may be “outliers” from their 
exhibits, but also to take an active role in promoting exhibiting to those 
who are novices or lack experience altogether.

Responses from the 2021 exhibitors reveal enthusiasm for continuing 
the exhibiting experience. One shared how they were inspired to collect 
a new topic based on a favorite flora and fauna exhibit. Others expressed 

VANILLA (Family: Orchidaceae. Sub Family: Vanilloideae) 

 

Vanilla is part of day to day life. Vanilla is one of the most widely used as flavoring agent in the food industry primarily 
obtained from pods from Vanilla plant. Vanilla flavor chiefly used in ice creams, Food Beverages, Bakery Confectionery, 
Personal Care, Pharmaceuticals etc. The Madagascar supply 80% of vanilla beans producer. The global vanilla market 
accounted for USD 510 million in 2018 and is expected to reach around USD 735 million by 2026. 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

  
 
 
 

 

 

 

 

 
 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

 

Vanilla plant with 
flower Seychelles 

First Orchid stamp of the 
world Vanilla with pods 
Monochromatic stamp 

Republic Francaise 
Gudelope 1905 

Vanilla pods traditional 
resources Polynesie 

  

Wild Vanilla Seychelles 

Vanilla pompona Lesotho 

Vanilla Vine 
with Pods 1963 

Seychelles 

Vanilla claviculata  

 Vanilla planifolia Tanzania 

Vanilla odorata Nicaragua 

 

Vanilla dilloniana Cuba 

Vanilla plant with pollinators Butterflies MS  

Vanilla planifolia Vanilla Grenada Vanilla polycepis Uganda 

 

-

-

Debasish Das  debasish7777@gmail.com  

Remembering India’s Magnificent Mughals

BaburnamaGenghis Khan of Mongolia 

Shah Jahan 

Agra Fort

Jahangir Holding a Picture of 
Madonna

Shah Jahan,
 Mumtaz Mahal & Taj Mahal.

“If there is a paradise on the 
face of the earth, it is this, it is 

this, O it is this!”

Scales of Justice 

last Mughal emperor Zafar 

“My heart has no repose in this 
despoiled land; Who has ever felt 

fulfilled in this futile world?”

Where does the word Mogul, that signifies an important person in movies, media 
or real estate, come from? It comes from Mughals, who ruled India for long 350 
years from 1526 till 1857. It was Babur (meaning “Panther”) from present day 
Uzbekistan who built the Mughal Empire.
Babur was a direct descendant of the Central Asian Turkish conqueror Timur on 
the paternal side and Genghis Khan of Mongolia on the maternal side.  He proudly 
identified himself as a Chaghtai, descending from Ghengis Khan’s son Chagta. 
Babur wrote his autobiography named as Baburnama

The major Mughal emperors were Babur (r. 1526-30), Humayun (r. 1530-56), 
Akbar (r. 1556-1605), Jahangir (r. 1605-27), Shah Jahan (r. 1627-58) and 
Aurangzeb (r. 1658-1707). The last Mughal emperor was Bahadur Shah Zafar 
(r. 1837-1857) whom the British defeated and exiled to Rangoon, now Yangon, 
where he died few years later.
 

Shah Jahan built the famous Taj Mahal in memory of 
his wife Mumtaz Mahal. He also built Delhi’s Red 
Fort, while Akbar built the Agra Fort.  In Delhi’s Red 
Fort, we can see a symbol of scales signifying the 
Scales of Justice and a wall inscription saying: ‘If 
there is a paradise on the face of the earth, it is this, it 
is this, O it is this!’ 

The last Mughal emperor Zafar was a poet, one of 
his famous verses being: “My heart has no repose in 

this despoiled land; Who has ever felt fulfilled in 
this futile world?”
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for a whole year - 2005

Lived 
here

Print technology is accessible and cheap, while postal rates are at their highest. This ‘perfect storm’ means
that counterfeiters increasingly take advantage, with Post Offices needing to embrace ever-more sophisticated
security features.   This display only covers material first used, or considered, for postage stamps since 2000.

A 2000 Tullis Russell Coaters
on dummy stamp.

Overprinted by intaglio to
offer an extra level of security.
*Diffractive Optically Variable Image Device.

France led the way in 2016 with
 for mail tracking. Germany followed in

2021, with each stamp having a
, also letting new services be implemented.

 and  are two
likely future stamp security features, but only when the costs
and technology advance sufficiently to be a viable proposition.

*

 was first used by
Jersey in 2011. The technique
requires precise print and embossing
registration to function at its ultimate.

was first used by Croatia from
2012. An invisible black and white design is revealed
using a specialised piece of laboratory equipment.

This feature, normally reserved for bank note production, was first used on stamps
in 2003 by Enschedé. It only reveals a completed image when it is held to the
light. It requires perfect register of both sides of the print - not easy to accomplish.

Advances in
software has
seen

  on
the same stamp.

Tullis Russell’s
 is a PSA

paper, with repeat
text over the
backing produced
at paper making
stage. First used by
Canada in 2013.

First introduced by
Royal Mail in 2009,
these many

 serve to
identify both the
product by source
and the year of
stamp production.

A
has replaced

the more usual half-
tone image screening.

Repeating a  pattern,
but at a differing
screen angle, is the

 in a stamp help to
prevent their re-use, as
intentional damage will
invariably occur when  any
removal attempt is made.

>

<

The effect after trying to
remove a ‘security slits’ stamp.

Here, 100, 300
and 600 lines
per inch (lpi)
adds to the
stamp security.

A 2020 Machin stamp with slits.

>

^^

>

>

>

>

Typical codes:
MA  = 20

M IL = restige
Booklets

2010 PSA stamp
from London

2010 Show PSB.

The effect when
held to the light.
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pride in seeing their exhibits displayed on the ATA website. Many promised 
to spread the word on future exhibiting opportunities. 

American Topical Association will oblige that opportunity when it 
launches the second annual “My One-Page Exhibit” program on February 
15, 2022. Exhibit submissions will be accepted on the ATA website – amer-
icantopical.org. An exhibit can include the exhibitor’s personal email to en-
courage interactions with viewers. The exhibit site is scheduled to open to 
the public in mid-May for the viewing of exhibits, and a seminar about the 
program is planned for the Great American Stamp Show in August. Visit 
americantopical.org for updates and details. )

 

-

-

Debasish Das  debasish7777@gmail.com  

Remembering India’s Magnificent Mughals

BaburnamaGenghis Khan of Mongolia 

Shah Jahan 

Agra Fort

Jahangir Holding a Picture of 
Madonna

Shah Jahan,
 Mumtaz Mahal & Taj Mahal.

“If there is a paradise on the 
face of the earth, it is this, it is 

this, O it is this!”

Scales of Justice 

last Mughal emperor Zafar 

“My heart has no repose in this 
despoiled land; Who has ever felt 

fulfilled in this futile world?”

Where does the word Mogul, that signifies an important person in movies, media 
or real estate, come from? It comes from Mughals, who ruled India for long 350 
years from 1526 till 1857. It was Babur (meaning “Panther”) from present day 
Uzbekistan who built the Mughal Empire.
Babur was a direct descendant of the Central Asian Turkish conqueror Timur on 
the paternal side and Genghis Khan of Mongolia on the maternal side.  He proudly 
identified himself as a Chaghtai, descending from Ghengis Khan’s son Chagta. 
Babur wrote his autobiography named as Baburnama

The major Mughal emperors were Babur (r. 1526-30), Humayun (r. 1530-56), 
Akbar (r. 1556-1605), Jahangir (r. 1605-27), Shah Jahan (r. 1627-58) and 
Aurangzeb (r. 1658-1707). The last Mughal emperor was Bahadur Shah Zafar 
(r. 1837-1857) whom the British defeated and exiled to Rangoon, now Yangon, 
where he died few years later.
 

Shah Jahan built the famous Taj Mahal in memory of 
his wife Mumtaz Mahal. He also built Delhi’s Red 
Fort, while Akbar built the Agra Fort.  In Delhi’s Red 
Fort, we can see a symbol of scales signifying the 
Scales of Justice and a wall inscription saying: ‘If 
there is a paradise on the face of the earth, it is this, it 
is this, O it is this!’ 

The last Mughal emperor Zafar was a poet, one of 
his famous verses being: “My heart has no repose in 

this despoiled land; Who has ever felt fulfilled in 
this futile world?”
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Novel Approaches:
Kharkiv Historical Museum
by Constanze Dennis & Martin Kent Miller

“Novel Approaches” is about unique activities and discoveries that offer a 
different take on philatelic displays and exhibiting. On the preceding pages, 
Thomas Broadhead introduce the American Topical Association’s initiative 
called, “My One-Page Exhibit.” This unconventional approach fortifies the 
hobby by encouraging novices to participate in the basics of exhibit creation 
in a way that is less intimidating and easy.

In this vignette, we’ll take a brief tour of an exhibit discovered quite by 
accident in a museum in Ukraine. And while the exhibit — and maybe even 
its appearance in an Eastern European museum — may not fully qualify as 
a novel approach, the way in which these images reached the pages of The 
Philatelic Exhibitor are tied to one of the most modern forms of communica-
tion – social media.

Constanze Dennis, managing director of Grosvenor Philatelic 
Auctions (www.grosvenorauctions.com), contributes to the growth 
of the virtual world as “ConstanzeTheGreat” on the social media 
platform Instagram. If you are so inclined, you can find her at www.
instagram.com/constanzethegreat. This photo from her Instagram 
account (Figure 1) shows Constanze at the time of her trip to Ukraine. 
The photo is set in a missile museum near the city of Pervomaisk.

During the trip (and before her visit to the missile site), Constanze 
wrote that she “...stumbled upon a stamp exhibition by the Kharkov 
Philatelic Society today... There was even one exhibit about Mozart 
whose wife I’m named after! You can take the girl away from the 
stamps but you can’t take the stamps away from the girl?!?!?” She 
included a series of photographs of the exhibit in her Instagram post.

Figure 1. Constanze Dennis 
(known on Instagram as 
“ConstanzeTheGreat”) 
pictured during a trip to 
Ukraine.

Figure 2. This exhibit is titled, “Through the 
Eyes of a Philatelist.”

Figure 3. While the hardware is different, the structure of this 
exhibit’s pages are familiar.
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Figure 4. Instagram and other social media 
platforms enable users to make aspects of 
“serious philately” approachable for collectors of 
all experience levels.

Figure 5. By sharing this exhibit through social media, ConstanzeTheGreat expanded its reach and presented the 
effort to a much broader audience.

In our correspondence after her travels, Constanze wrote of her surprise 
in finding the exhibit on the third floor of the Kharkiv Historical Museum. 
The title of the exhibit was “Through the Eyes of a Philatelist” and it had 
been prepared by the Kharkiv Philatelic Society. Given her profession, it is 
not unusual for Constanze to post about philatelic topics, but an unexpected 
discovery of an exhibit is serendipitous for us all.

By now, some of you may be saying, “So what?” And to that interrogatory 
I remind you that this section is called “Novel Approaches.” While we are 
often absorbed in conversations related to the thoughts, tools and techniques 
of the practice of exhibiting, we can’t lose sight of promoting the hobby 
outside of our normal spheres of influence. Philatelic societies and stamp 
clubs across the country frequently prepare non-competitive exhibits in 
hopes of engaging new audiences. The very existence 
of this article has extended the reach of the Kharkiv 
Philatelic Society’s efforts by thousands of miles and 
a greatly expanded audience. While for many of us 
social media remains something that “the kids do,” 
the virtual world is presenting opportunities that 
we’d be wise to embrace. While Constanze is clearly 
a member of a younger generation, her influence 
in both popular culture and organized philately are 
undeniable.

In the coming months, the topic of virtual exhibits 
will become a more compelling point of conversation. 
As we strive to mature the hobby and promote the 
experience to new audiences, we will need to engage 
participants and channels of communications that 
today may seem distance or even alien. Examining 
more novel approaches will better prepare us for 
a future where exhibiting is more prominent and 
captivating for participants who are yet to partake.  )
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Is Philatelic Importance Real or a Figment of Imagination? That is the Question!
However, there is no question that the importance of an exhibit is, well, important. After all, 

importance counts for 10 points and 10% of an exhibit’s total grade. I agree with others – “judging 
importance causes the most difficulty.”1,2 For me, philatelic importance is both amorphous and 
elusive. One wonders if anyone really understands it.

Guidance from the APS Manual of Philatelic Judging and Exhibiting (August 2016)

Certainly, the manual should provide the best guidance, but does it? It says there are two parts 
to importance – exhibit importance and philatelic importance. However, there is no definition 
of philatelic importance, only: 1) “poor philatelic importance covers a minor aspect of philately,” 
while 2) “excellent philatelic importance covers a major aspect of philately in a postal system or 
geographic area.” These vague descriptions stimulate a potpourri of questions like: What is major 
and what is minor? Who decides what is major and minor? What are the criteria for deciding 
which is which? What’s the consensus? Is there a list somewhere of the major aspects of philately?

Let’s Guess at What Contributes to a 
Stamp’s Philatelic Importance 

How about value? The more valuable, the more 
important (isn’t this like rarity, another judging cat-
egory)? How about “older is better?” Old stamps are 
in, and modern stamps are out (sounds familiar). How 
about if the stamp is unusual, is an error, or has an 
exotic appearance? How about low supply and high 
demand (scarcity)? What if it represents an historic 
event (sounding better)? I wonder – are these adjec-
tives for describing stamps “aspects of philately” as 
portrayed in the judging and exhibiting manual?

by William N. KellyPhilatelic Importance 

Real or a Myth in Formation?
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What Others Think
A cursory review of articles in The Philatelic Exhibitor since Spring 2011 

reveals four substantial discussions about the judging category “impor-
tance.”1,2,3,4 Three of these mostly discuss exhibit importance, which for 
me, well, is more important. 

The third article says philatelic importance use to be what is important 
to philatelists, then goes on to provide what the author thinks is philateli-
cally important: 1) first postage or revenue stamps of a country 2) a new dis-
covery, and 3) bringing together remarkable rarities never-before-assem-
bled, and unlikely to be ever shown again. Is rarity being double counted here? 

Nice Exhibit, but the Stamp You Selected for Your Exhibit is 
Just Not That Important

In ten years of exhibiting, my observation with the judges I have en-
countered, is that it is all about the stamp versus other stamps when it 
comes to judging philatelic importance. If the stamp in their view is not 
important, then what is? Is there a list somewhere?

Let’s Play Guess Again (so much fun)
Using the exhibiting of a United States stamp in the general judging 

category, what important stamps come to mind? How about:

• The Jenny? Certainly, it is valuable (but not rare, after all 
there are 100 of them). Scarce? sure. Old? Yes. Unusual? 
Yes. Popular? No doubt.

• The Prexies? Not rare or unusual, but popular, modern and 
in demand.

• First issues? They are old, usually not very rare, not unusual, 
but popular and in demand. 

The Mind of an Academic Scholar
It would be interesting to randomly select ten certified philatelic judges 

and ask them this research question: name and rank the top five United 
States stamp issues for philatelic importance, and state why for each. Then, 
pose the same question to ten US stamp collectors who are not judges, and 
ten non-stamp collecting members of the public. 

The hypothesis – the results within each group will vary widely, and the 
internal and external validity dismal. If so, is this the conclusion? Philatelic 
importance is merely what exists in the minds of the judges.

Stephen Covey Says, “Begin with the End in Mind”
In his bestselling book, The Seven Habits of Highly Effective People, Covey 

recommends always starting with the end in mind.5 So, here is my advice 
for a novice philatelic exhibitor who would like to exhibit a stamp. Make 
sure you select a stamp that is as important to the judges as it is to you, and 
oh, make sure you can obtain the die proof. 
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Summary
The Judging and Exhibiting Manual says there are two parts to judging 

importance: exhibit importance and philatelic importance without defining 
the latter. Further, there are two aspects of philatelic importance – minor 
and major. Criteria for what is major importance and minor importance is 
undefined. Therefore, exhibitors are at the mercy of what’s in the minds of 
the judges when judging the philatelic importance of an exhibit.

Conclusion: Philatelic Importance is a Myth in Formation

Recommendation 
Perhaps dropping philatelic importance, which suggests one 

stamp is more important than another, and solely using exhibit 
importance is the best way out of the conundrum. All stamps are 
important. Exhibit importance (the exhibits diversity, depth, and 
completeness, relative to other similar exhibits), in my opinion, far 
outweighs philatelic importance.

Postscript
I await the anticipated avalanche of varying opinion on this mat-

ter, some of which will say that “judging is subjective,” and yet, why 
do we have a judging and exhibitor manual? Of course, to minimize subjec-
tivity and promote consistency. But in the case of Philatelic Importance, it is 
woefully inadequate, in fact, why have it as a measure at all?  )
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Meet Jason Teh-Mitchell
Youth Qualifier for Youth C of C 
San Diego Stamp Show 2021

Fortunately, the list of qualifier for the AAPE Youth Championship to 
be held at GASS next August in Sacramento is growing as the number of 
in-person WSP events is increasing. The recent, newly-established San 
Diego Stamp Show included young exhibitors. 

This quarter, I am featuring presenting two qualifiers for GASS 2022. 
We begin with a first-time qualifier who exemplifies how exhibitors come 
from very different backgrounds; the other 
has now qualified with a second exhibit!  

Jason Teh-Mitchel is from California 
and is the most recent youth qualifier. His 
exhibit at San Diego Stamp Show 2021 
was titled, “Love Letters.” Read Jason’s 
own words about his single frame exhibit:

I am a Lone Scout and I initial-
ly created my exhibit “Love Let-
ters” to fulfill a requirement for my 
Stamp Collecting merit badge in 
February 2020, as I was working to-
wards earning my Eagle Scout rank 
and 128 merit badges. I chose the 
Love Letters theme because of my 
grandmother Agnes Chua. I miss 
making and eating pressed cookies 
with her during Chinese New Year. 
The last time I saw her was in 2016, 
when I was 10 years old. I includ-
ed the photo of the two of us in our 
New Year clothes in my exhibit. 
My mom told me my grandmother 
collects Chinese New Year first day 
covers and commemorative coins. 
My stamp collecting merit badge 
counselor, Mr. Phil Kumler, was the 
one who suggested I send in my ex-
hibit.   

The Youth Report by Vesma Grinfelds

Jason Teh-Mitchel with his exhibit, “Love Letters.”

Jason’s grandmother, Agnes Chua, was the inspiration for his 
exhibit. This photo of Jason and his grandmother is included 
in his exhibit.
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Update: Jack Nixon 
Past Youth Champion and Qualifier for  
Youth C of C - Royal/Royale 2021

Jack Nixon, at age 8,  was the 2017 winner of the AAPE 
Youth Championship with his exhibit entitled “Canada 1952-
57 Wildlife Series.” In October, at ROYAL/ROYALE, a WSP 
event held in Canada, Jack qualified with a new exhibit entitled 
“Canada 1988-91 Wildlife Series Medium Value Mammals.”

He reflected on his collecting and activities in the last few 
years as follows in his own words:

It has not been easy to stay active collecting over the 
past two years when there are no shows with dealers to 
see. Also, I am now more involved with school work and 
activities.

What I Like
My two exhibits each show an issue of Canadian animal 

stamps. But instead of just collecting the stamps and plate 
blocks with stories about the animals, I liked collecting the use 
of the stamps on covers. Every cover is different and often has 
an interesting variety of stamps added going to different coun-
tries. It’s fun to go through the dealers boxes of covers.

New Book on Canada 1988-91 Mammals Issue
My exhibit of this issue of 12 stamps is complicated and has 

a lot of varieties. Each stamp was used to pay a rate that lasted 
only one year so correct covers are a good challenge to collect. 
Many of my covers were illustrated in the good new book by 
Robin Harris available at his website www.adminware.ca. It’s 
really nice to see them in a book.  )

Jack Nixon with the Gold he 
earned at ROYAL/ROYALE 
2021. 

Today’s young collectors are tomorrow’s philatelic leaders. As has 
been proved by selections for the APS Young Philatelic Leaders Fellow-
ship program, youth who are willing to make a commitment to the hob-
by are often those who get involved in active public aspects of it, includ-
ing exhibiting. While AAPE recognizes that for some young people, 
exhibiting will be a passing fancy, for others it will be the beginning of a 
life-long commitment. AAPE wants to support this “planting of seeds” 
because doing so supports the hobby, because it provides a positive, re-
warding, and enjoyable activity for those involved, and because it will 
help to insure the future of philatelic exhibiting. For more information 
about youth involvement in exhibiting and the AAPE, visit us online at:

http://www.aape.org/youth_main.asp

About Youth Exhibiting



First Quarter, 2022  |  The Philatelic Exhibitor  •  33

Activity Meaning

Sitting with other judges at 
breakfast on the opening day 
of the show, shifting pages, in 
binders, muttering and hurling 
great imprecations.

None of them received all of the 
title pages and synopsis pages , the 
frames have been renumbered, 
the feedback forms don’t match 
the order of the exhibits, and two 
exhibits are no-shows and have 
been replaced at the last minute.

The judge is smiling as he* 
looks through a magnifier at 
your best piece.

He is pretty certain he has found a 
fake or damage that you missed.

The judge is deep into a book 
or catalog as he stands in front 
of your frames.

The judge is verifying that 
you show the most valuable or 
difficult-to-acquire item that you 
don’t have, despite searching for it 
for the last ten years.

A group of judges catches you 
as you try to overhear their 
discussion at your frames, and 
tells you to go look at some 
other part of the show for 15 
minutes.

The merits and demerits of your 
exhibit are under review, and you 
just lost two points by forcing 
a confrontation. Judges hate 
confrontations.

A judge in a gaggle of judges is 
craning his neck trying to read 
what another judge is writing.

The judge is trying to make sure 
that he doesn’t award 12 points 
in Treatment when a more senior 
judge has awarded 18.

How to Read the  
Behavior of Judges
by John Hotchner & Rich Drews

Philatelic Judges are an unusual species, and it takes some time to fig-
ure out what is being conveyed by their actions. The following is a field 
guide that should help the novice to understand what is going on under 
the surface when you see them on the show floor, or in the evening after 
the show closes.

Exhibiting Perspectives
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In the gaggle of judges, one is 
visibly trembling and looking 
nervous.

You’re looking at the Apprentice.

Pulling a suitcase at the frames. During judging: an effort to 
impress the rest of the jury with 
how much work he has done in 
preparation for judging at the 
show. After judging: a ready-made 
excuse for cutting short at-the-
frames critiques.

One judge is darting in and 
out of the other Judges, madly 
pecking away at a tablet.

This devotee of the digital age has 
already composed his feedback 
forms and is filling in points 
for the rest of the exhibits, and 
adding comments for the feed-
back session. He knows he will be 
rewarded for his skill by having 
the rest of the show free to play.

The judges are still working at 
7:00 pm.

The three convening societies 
have left for their banquets 
without giving the show 
committee or the judges the 
criteria for their special awards, 
and/or the list of who is eligible.

Sitting in a chair in front of 
your exhibit making notes.

He is praying that the exhibitor 
will come up and ask for 
comments so that he won’t have to 
write an extensive feed-back form.

The jury chair is grinning. He knows he has successfully 
assigned to other judges the most 
difficult exhibits for first response.

The jury chair is frowning. He has discovered that this 
particular jury contains several 
contrarians and he has the task of 
herding cats.

A judge is seen holding his head 
in his hands on any morning of 
the show.

Evidence of having had too good 
a time at the bar the the night 
before.
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Scanning exhibits after awards 
are posted, at a show where he 
is not a judge.

He is looking for mistakes that 
this show’s jury has made that he 
can tease them about.

Sitting at the far end of the jury 
table at the feedback session.

He is trying to stay out of the 
field of vision of the Jury chair or 
hoping to have maximum space to 
dodge the rotten tomatoes thrown 
by unhappy exhibitors.

Smiling at the critique. He believes he is ready to carve 
any of his first responses a new 
one.

All of the judges at the show 
banquet are sitting at one table 
in the back of the room.

Either the meal is buffet style and 
the fix is in as to which table eats 
first, or the word is out that one of 
the convening societies expects the 
Grand Award and the judges know 
it isn’t going to happen, and they 
want to be able to escape when 
the banquet ends before having to 
defend themselves.

* The pronouns “he” and “him” are used for ease of reference. It is recognized 
that there are a growing number of excellent women judges in the corps.
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History & Forward Motion

Growing type fonts...
Some throwbacks are insist-

ing that virtual stamp shows—
events that are held strictly on 
computers located anywhere 
where buyers & sellers are buying, 
selling and exhibiting are active—
will never take hold and become 
a regular fixture in the hobby. 
Maybe. But think this: people 
are already establishing virtual 
shows where “live” shows never 
existed before. Virtual shows can 
fill a vacuum. Will they? It seems 
quite logical to us!

We are making some changes 
within The Philatelic Exhibitor. Are 
you noticing some? Your editor has 
subscribed to The New York Times 
for eons—since back when the body 
type in the broad majority of articles 
seemed, perfectly fine to me—it 
has been for who-knows-jow-long 
10 point Times Roman. A type font 
used by countless other publica-
tions, too—like this one. Now...some 
people are saying that our type size 
here at TPE is shrinking! Actually, it 
is growing. We are gradually mov-
ing to several kinds of 11 point type!

We have “open ended” exhibit-
ing on both the internet and at 
“live” venues where hundreds 
can show up body and soul. “En-
ter a show and see if you can win 
a medal,” was for decades the call. 
But now there are chances to use 
the internet to creatively develop 
and offer more compeitive events. 
What about turning some stamp 
shows into entry events for national 
tournaments where exhibitors com-
pete to move to higher and higher 
levels? Like golf, tennis, art, etc.?

Brand new virtual shows? Can tournaments happen?

Many collectors and dealers are touting the current state of the stamp business as a boom period 
much like it was in the Golden Age of stamp dealing in New York City from the mid-1930s to the 1950s: a time

when hundreds of storeftont stamp dealers existed on the streets of the five boroughs of our  greatest city. Want to get
a glimpse of that era? Go to YouTube and search for a movie called Stamp Story! Made in 1946

One of many hundreds on the 1950s streets of Manhattan

In the last boom period of the 1950s this was our biggest sales venue— 
the ground floor of New York City’s Gimbel’s Dept. Store at 33rd & Broadway.

sToday’s philately—from coast to 
coast  enjoys the vast and “no 

end in sight” World Wide Web (known 
to many as simply “the internet”) as 
the key “go to” sales venue in all of our 
hobby from  coast to coast to around 
the world. In 1956, the last time when 
stamp collecting enjoy a gigantic feed-
ing frenzy from kids to kings...buying 
stamps from every venue known to 
man and boy. From Pocatello, Idaho, to 
downtown Chicago, there were stamp 
shops. They thrived! What a grand era! 

Then they “died” a long death. If 
there are more than 50 stamps shops 
in America now, some of us might eat 
our hats. We still love ‘em! But we also 
love our internet! And when a pandem-
ic hit America, we went inside again to 
buy stamps from our kitchen table with 
a computer—$$ by the millions. 

And hundreds, we know, have en-
tered the world of philatelic exhibiting 
again. Watch now, as this hobby not 
only sustains itself, but creates new 
commerce inside itself, too!
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The

Association of
American

Quarterly Membership Report
Ken Nilsestuen, Secretary

Philatelic Exhibitors

PRIVATE TREATY PLACEMENT
AUCTION REPRESENTATION

COLLECTION BUILDING and ESTATE APPRAISAL

New Collections Available
We have a number of important collections available 
for collectors and exhibitors interested in finding 
new and challenging philatelic areas to explore. 
Contact us for details.

FRASER’S
Colin G. Fraser • Pamela Kayfetz Fraser
P.O. Box 335 • Woodstock, NY 12498

Tel: (845) 679-0684 • Fax: (845) 679-0685
Email: frasersstamps@cs.com

U.S. MEMBERSHIP
REGULAR MEMBERS    441
LIFE MEMBERS    152
FOREIGN REGULAR MEMBERS  101 
LIFE MEMBERS      25     
TOTAL MEMBERSHIP:      719

Membership Status as of April 4 thru June 22, 2021

Welcome to new members – 
April 4, 2021 to June 22, 2021
Dr. Michele Bresso, Bakersfield, CA
Joan Harmer (Life Member), 
 Yorktown Heights, NY
Rev. Terry Hursh, Mississauga, 
 ON, Canada
Jocelyn Mel, Watsonville, CA
Suzanne Pavel, New York, NY
Sangeetha Rao, Marion, IA
Bill Seymour, The Dalles, OR
Albert Valente, New Lebanon, NH

Deceased
Michael Frechette, CT
James Hamilton, IA

As always, please advise im-
mediately of any address change. 
It’s the only way to ensure uninter-
rupted delivery of The Philatelic 
Exhibitor. Your magazine will not 
be forwarded by the post office 
because of our bulk mailing permit. 
Just send me an email and we will 
keep you current.
      
Respectfully submitted
Kenneth R. Nilsestuen 
AAPE Secretary
knilsestuen@gmail.com
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Follow-up & Rarity
Follow-up: After reading my column is the last issue of TPE about the 

restoration of covers, Ed Grabowski sent me this email.

Relative to your article in the latest AAPE journal, I would like to show 
you an issue that you never had to deal with in presenting my Guadeloupe 
Postal History exhibit to the jury at Washington 2006 [where Ed won the 
Grand Prix d’Honneur, by the way].

I got the attached Eagles cover (64 and 64a) in May 2005 for 
inclusion in the exhibit. It is a double weight letter from the tiny 
village of Sainte Rose. There are only 5 General Issues covers 
from Sainte Rose, and double weight letters from tiny villages are 
exceptionally rare.

When it arrived, I 
found it so awful [See Fig-
ures 1 and 1b] that I sent 
it to Nancy Poli for con-
servation with a promise 
from her that it would be 
returned by May 2006 in 
time for inclusion in the 
exhibit as a conserved cov-
er. Despite her promise, it 
did not make it back until 
December 2006 well af-
ter the show. When I saw 
the conserved cover, I was 
truly amazed. It is not just 
exhibitable, it is almost 
beautiful. None of the 
stamps have been repaired 
and none of the markings 
enhanced. [The conserved 
cover is shown in Figures 2 
and 2b.]

But I never had to face 
the problem of showing a 
highly conserved cover, es-
pecially one that was origi-
nally an ugly duck that had 
been turned into a swan. 
To this day, I wonder how 

Questions & Answers by Patricia Stilwell Walker

Figure 1: Guadeloupe General Issue Cover from Sainte Rose before 
restoration (Image courtesy of Ed Grabowski).

Figure 1b: Back of the cover shown above. (Image courtesy of Ed Grabowski).
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I might have shown it in an exhibit had I the chance. Most likely 
simply as a conserved cover. 

The key point that Ed makes is that no markings have been enhanced 
and none of the stamps repaired. That being the case, in my opinion it 
could be shown with the notation “cover restored/repaired/conserved” – 
choice of words up to you. What do you think? I’m suitably impressed by 
what the cover looks like now. I would definitely save the before images 
for “posterity.”

Figure 2. Guadeloupe General Issue Cover from Sainte Rose after restoration 
(Image courtesy of Ed Grabowski).

Figure 2b. Back of restored cover shown above 
(Image courtesy of Ed Grabowski).
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Question: The judges don’t seem to recognize how scarce/rare my ma-
terial is? What is the best way to inform them?

Answer: At a recent show an exhibitor was unhappy with his rarity 
points, telling me that he’d had to wait years to acquire enough pieces to 
create his single frame exhibit as many of the key pieces were in other’s 
collections. Other than one or two items which we did recognize as rare, 
the bigger picture was not evident. I told him that was something he had 
to put into the synopsis and not in a subtle way, either. This is especially 
important for a single frame exhibit where the subject is not widely col-
lected or known. You should not assume that the jury members will be as 
familiar with your subject as you are.

Besides putting it in the synopsis, it also helps if you can publish some-
thing about your exhibit topic where the background of assembling all the 
material is part of the story.

Question: Is it impressive to include full sheets of stamps in my exhibit 
or is there a better use for the space? This question comes from Mike Ley 
in reference to Figure 3 which is a page from his exhibit “Burma, The 
First Two Issues.”

Answer: So why are you including the sheets? – There must be a rea-
son other than they are pretty or I want to show off that I own them. Mike 
had a perfectly good reason for including them; he says:

“When I noticed the varieties shown, nothing had ever been 
written about them. The large multiples confirm they exist on 

Figure 3. KGV Official Overprints of Burma – showing varieties (Image courtesy of Mike Ley).



First Quarter, 2022  |  The Philatelic Exhibitor  •  39

more than one denomination and at the same position.  The large 
multiples are needed to prove the position.”

Mike then goes on to say:

“Since first using them in my exhibit I have written about 
them in The Burma Fantail, the quarterly journal of The Burma 
Myanmar Philatelic Study Circle.”

So here comes the new more interesting question: I like the page but 
could I or should I now consider not showing the multiples to make room 
for more covers?  I could still show singles and make it clear the position 
information is due to my study and observation.  Or is it impressive to a 
judge to leave things the way they are?

Answer: One of the first reactions a judge has when seeing large mul-
tiples/sheets of stamps is “why is this here? What point are you making? 
Or what could you show instead?” In this case there is a good reason, 
however, since he has published his discovery, he doesn’t need to show the 
full sheet to make his point. If the space you have freed up by taking out 
the sheets allows you to advance your story line in a significant way, I say 
take the sheet out. 

On the other hand, there are definitely cases where material is a bit thin 
on the ground and a sheet or two of stamps fills up the pages quite nicely!

Question: Is there a technique you rec-
ommend for including information on 
my exhibit pages that is not mainstream 
to my story? 

Answer: Confession time: I just cre-
ated this question because I recently en-
countered the most elegant answer as im-
plemented by the Grand Award winner at 
Chicagopex. Figure 4 shows a page from 
Rob Faux’s exhibit “Postal History of the 
1861 United States 24-Cent Adhesive.” 
It shows the 24-cent stamp used with a 
West Town local. Since I attended West-
town school, I focused in on this page 
and chose to read it in detail and thus 
discovered the information Rob included 
in what he calls “Additional commentary 
which appears below the line at the bot-
tom of the page.” I started calling them 
footnotes. Then I started sampling them. 
In my opinion they are an effective and 
brilliant way of adding general interest 
for the casual reader and as an added ben-
efit impressing some judges by breadth of 
knowledge.

Keep in mind that Rob’s subject is a fairly complex postal history 
story – he doesn’t want to clutter up his pages with miscellaneous or in-

Figure 4: 24-cent plus West 
Town local – showing 
footnote technique (Image 
courtesy of Rob Faux).
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Q A&
By Patricia Stilwell Walker
8403 Abingdon Court
University Park, FL 34201
Email: psw789@comcast.net
.

This issue’s question came to me 
courtesy of Kathy Johnson who 
had received it originally from Mi-

chael Dixon. Michael, like many of us with 
time on our hands due to the COVID-19 
pandemic had gone looking for a project 
and landed on a group of satirical post 
cards from the Second Boer War. 

Michael sent the following request for 
advice	to	Kathy,	Seiju	Laakso,	and	Liz	
Hisey as his “consultants” for exhibiting 
postcards. [All have agreed that it’s OK to 
include their answers in this column].

Yes, the pest has returned with yet 
another request for advice on exhibiting 
PPCs. This time I about translations. 

I believe I made it known after catching 
the deltiology bug with my assembly of 
Keston Village (UK) postcards that I had 
been	bitten	by	the	proverbial	postcard	
bug!!	Over	the	Covidzilla	isolation	period	I	
started to accumulate Second Boer War sa-
tirical/propaganda cards. The vast major-
ity of these (which are mostly anti-British) 
were published in Germany, France and 
Holland.	I	attach	examples	from	each	
country to help clarify my question. 

For many of the cards the propaganda 
message is conveyed in the bold graphics 
and	needs	little	explanation.	A	caricature	
of Queen Victoria or President Kruger is 
obvious. But for many cards the political 
message is in the accompanying text.

For example the text on the German card 
[shown in Figure 1] translates as: A good 
pig will eat anything. But a good farmer 
[Boer] does not. The text on the pig’s body 
(Honi soit qui mal y pense) is, of course, 
the	motto	of	GB’s	prestigious	chivalry	
Order of the Garter (Evil to him, who 
evil thinks). The text on the French card 
[shown	as	Figure	2]	translates	as:	Reflec-
tions on a jaw. These teeth would be the 
pearls of the Kingdom. Third card [shown 
as Figure 3] is of Dutch origin and the text 
translates as: John Bull, now the cart is sold 
out of Bibles, we will give them Dum Dum 
bullets. I anticipate a good portion of the 
viewing public (and judges) will be able 
to cope with the French and German – but 

Figure 1: German card text translates as: A good pig will 
eat anything. But a good farmer [Boer] does not. The text 
on the pig’s body (Honi soit qui mal y pense) is, of course, 
the motto of GB’s prestigious chivalry Order of the Garter 
(Evil to him, who evil thinks). 
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Our AAPEs of the MONTH
     April, 2021: Bill Johnson, who is retiring after several years serv-
ing as our AAPE Awards Coordinator, and Joan Harmer, who has 
agreed to step into that role.  The job of Awards Coordinator is among 
our most time-consuming, yet extremely important tasks. Bill and Joan 

are examples of the high level of volunteerism we have in our great organization. 
      May, 2021: Scott English and the APS Team (and our AFDCS and ATA collabo-
rators), for the decision to go ahead with this year’s Great American Stamp Show. Let’s 
all help to make it a resounding success! 
      June, 2021: Andrew McFarlane, who has just published Creating the Philatelic 
Exhibit Synopsis – A Master Class, to present his ideas and rationale behind his award-
winning title and synopsis pages. It is available on Amazon. MacFarlane is the “master of 
the Synosis Page”—his book is a universal “must have” for all exhibitors.  

 ——  Advertising Rates  ——

THE BEST ADVERTISING BUY IN PHILATELY. Philatelists who ex-
hibit their collections competitively are the most vigorous, active purchasers of high-level 
stamps and postal history in the stamp hobby. The Philatelic Exhibitor, quarterly journal 
of the American Association of Philatelic Exhibitors, is avidly read by nearly 1,000 AAPE 
members in the United States and worldwide. For target marking to the highest demographic 
in philately, there is no more potent advertising venue.

The Philatelic Exhibitor is now pub-
lished in full color on every page. 
There is no premium additional 
charge to run your ad in color. 

NOTE: Contract rates apply to advertisers who place their ads for a mini-
mum of four consecutive quarterly issues of the magazine.

• FULL PAGE SPECIAL POSITIONS: Inside Front Cover Per insertion: 
$450. Contract Rate: $400, Inside Back Cover: $425/$390, Outside Back 
Cover: $425/$390.

• FULL PAGE AD: $310. Contract Rate: $275. Size: 5 1/2” Wide x 8 1/2” 
High.

• CENTERSPREAD FULL PAGES (across the center two pages): $600—
available only with a one-year contrtact.Size: 12 1/2” Wide x 8 1/2” High

• HALF PAGE AD: $165 Contract Rate: $150 Size: 5 1/2” Wide x 4 1/8” 
High

• ONE THIRD PAGE AD: $90. Contract Rate: $75. Size: 5 1/2” High x 2 
5/8” High

MARKETPLACE ADS:
Marketplace is a special section in The Philatelic Exhibitor where both 

collector members and dealers may purchase smaller size ads that are ap-
proximately one eighth of a page in size. (2 3/4” Wide x 2” High.) Per inser-
tion: $60. Contract Rate: $50.

AD SPECIFICATIONS: All ads should be submitted as PDF files or as im-
age files in the jpg format at a minimum of 300 dpi resolution. For more in-
formation, contact our Advertising Manager: Don David Price at ddprice98@
hotmail.com
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Or Call Don at: 941-355-3339.Rick Gibson at smokeynav@comcast.net, our ad manager.
He will be happy to discuss any aspect of your advertising in TPE.
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teresting side comments – by con-
fining them to a consistent place 
(bottom of the page) and setting 
them off by a line, judges can feel 
comfortable in not generally read-
ing them. I freely admit that we 
didn’t read them when judging,  I 
only discovered their charm and 
utility when preparing for feed-
back. Figure 5 shows a couple of 
covers sent to Europe and then 
forwarded/reposted to France. 
The bottom one gives a brief ac-
count of why the addressee, one 
General W. F. Bartlett, was trav-
elling in Europe in 1866. In my 
opinion, this type of commentary 
puts a “human” face on the postal 
history of the envelope. We need 
more of this to attract the general 
reader who is not expert in the de-
tails of the postal aspects. 

Do you have a question?
The Philatelic Exhibitor needs your questions. The Question & An-

swer column is a great avenue for exploring specific exhibiting challeng-
es. Send your questions directly to Pat at psw789@comcast.net, or you 
can forward them to: Editor, The Philatelic Exhibitor, 1361 W. Wade 
Hampton Blvd., Suite F-102, Greer, SC 29650-1146. )

Figure 5: From Rob Faux’s 
24-cent postal history 
exhibit. The inset shows the 
footnote about addressee 
General W.F. Bartlett.
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The Honey is Getting Better!
The Fly, after watching all the increased philatelic activity, thinks the 

honey is getting so much better! More live shows, continuing virtual 
events, and lively discussions in many philatelic publications. What’s not 
to like?

This pesky insect has attended two live stamp shows in the last two 
months – seeing and hearing plenty. One overheard conversation was so 
funny! 

I landed on a table in the refreshment area at show one, next to a nice 
leftover jelly donut, hoping to overdose on its sweetness. Then I heard — 
“Does anyone know who the Fly is?” Well, I was all a flutter! Someone re-
plied, “I heard the Fly is an old geezer.” Another said, “I heard it’s that guy 
from the Washington DC area with the long last name no one can spell 
correctly.” A third person added: “I don’t care who the Fly is; although 
pesky and annoying, he or she is very entertaining.” Ah, sweet success! I 
am hitting my stride. What great feedback. I am buzzing with satisfaction. 
Oh, the joy of being anonymous!

Flying around shows while observing and listening are my specialties. 
At show two, I observed an interesting phenomenon, and perhaps a strong 
association.

Some dealers are very organized, displaying their material by 
country or by specific categories, and usinge catalog numbers 
to make it easy for buyers to find what they are seeking. 
Other dealers just kind of throw their material out on the 
table with no organization in haphazard, “take-it-or-leave-
it” fashion, making it difficult for buyers to find what they 
want to purchase. The Fly noticed many potential buyers quickly 
passing by these disorganized dealer tables, while the organized dealer 
tables were full of buyers. The Fly thinks disorganized dealers are lazy 
dealers, not putting in the time to organized their material so buyers can 
easily locate what they seek. Therefore, a SWAT to you, my friend, if you 
are one these lazy dealers. Get more organized and sell more!

Mother always said not to annoy the most important people in your 
life. For me that is Mrs. Fly and my boss, the editor of this fine publica-
tion. However, I just can’t help myself. Mr. Editor, why is there no index 
to this rag — oops, I mean fine publication? How many times have you 
wanted to look back at a past issues to locate something you remembered 
seeing? Then, have to sort through issue by issue to find what you need? 
It is so time consuming. Enough already!

Now for the Golden Fly Swatters. The first one goes (again) to all the 

The Fly
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staff and volunteer workers at our stamp shows. They are the ones who 
work so hard to make our experience delightful. Please do the Fly two 
favors: 1) always thank the staff and volunteers at the shows you attend, 
and 2) be a volunteer at least one show this coming year. The Fly will be 
looking for you.

The second Golden Fly Swatter goes to the organizers and volunteers 
at the recent NAPEX show, one of the best in the country. Why? The Fly 
observes: superior organization, timely and effective communication with 
exhibitors, lots of dealers, the posting of a first responder list for exhib-
itors, a lovely reception and awards dinner, a Palmare document listing 
points for each exhibit, and great jelly donuts! DISCLAIMER: The Fly is 
not a NAPEX member nor does he (or is it she?) live in the DC area (hint: 
I like warmer winters).

The Fly’s heart has a soft spot for novice, fledging, and frustrated want-
to-be great exhibitors. George Struble asked in the July 2018 TPE – “How 
do we get new exhibitors?” I add: How do we encourage and keep our 
newest exhibitors who struggle and need more help then just reading the 
TPE and books on exhibiting?

Yes, we have a wonderful peer review service for title pages and synop-
ses. It is not enough. We need more. How about a mentorship program 
and sign up? I volunteer to be a mentor on the topical subject “insects on 
stamps.” Are you listening APE officers and directors? The Fly is watch-
ing. The timeliness of your response to this challenge indicates your prior-
ity for action. How’s that for pressure? Ha! Ha! Mr. Editor, please do not 
fire me. I love my job too much! 

Mrs. Fly is bugging me to get my “honey-do list” done, so I will buzz 
off. But remember – the Fly is always watching and listening. 

Yours truly, The Fly!

Editor’s Note: It is my understanding that the Fly is always open to 
your thoughtful input – whether swats or something sweet from the honey 
jar. What have you witnessed or done lately that would be useful? Write 
to: The Fly c/o TPE, 1361 W. Wade Hampton Blvd, Suite F-102, Greer, 
SC 29650-1146 -or- email to: exhibitor@philatelicpress.com.
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Eric Jackson is the “Gold Standard in Revenues” with more than 47,000 
items in stock — specializing in revenue stamps of the United States and 
Possessions, Match and Medicine Stamps, Revenue Stamped Paper, Taxpaids, 
State Revenues, Canada Revenues, AMG Revenues, U.S. and Canada 
Telegraph Stamps, U.S. Local Post Stamps, and much more. We also maintain 
an inventory of philatelic literature pertaining to revenue stamps of the world. 
Wherever you are — online, at a show, or near a phone, finding and buying 
what you need is simple and quick with Eric Jackson. 
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JamesLee.com
Drop us an email 

message and let us send you 
our BI-WEEKLY EMAIL
NEWSLETTER full of lots 

of special items at
great prices.

Our	Unique	Newsletter
We’ll soon publish the 

98th edition of our full-color 
quarterly newsletter. All 
of our customers receive 

it free. Everyone can 
always freely view the

latest issue on 
our website!

It always features very 
special offers from our vast 
inventory of U.S. essays, 
proofs and a large array of 
postal history.

Welcome to our New Advertising 
Manager: Mr. Rick Gibson
 —for The Philatelic Exhibitor

Bill Di Paolo has served as our ad manager for the past 
four years and we offer him our profound thanks for a 
very efficient and caring record in this position. I want to 
thank him for his tireless efforts on behalf of our association. 
Rick Gibson, his replacement will do the following:  

1. Secure ads for the publications from firms in the philatelic 
community. Rick is an AAPE board member and a very ca-
pable manager. 

2. Answer requests for advertising information.
3. Maintain records of advertising commitments (i.e. annual 

contracts, single insertions).
4. Contact advertisers as needed for new ads.
5. Invoice for all ads and inform the Treasurer.
6. Review pre-publication proof to be certain all ads are 

included and current.
As you can see, this is one of the most important tasks an 

AAPE volunteer has to ful fill. Welcome, Rick!!
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67+68 – Cover used to Paris, France
5c Buff and 10c Green tied to small full cover 
with large Boston “PAID” cancels. Red “Boston 
Paid 12” CDS, boxed “PD”, and French “1 Oct 
‘61” receiving marks on front. Black “Paris Oct 1” 
receiving mark on the back. A beautiful use of the 
15-cent rate. The shade of the 5c Buff is stunning! 
Ex-Big Sky (PH98-02) $475.00

14 – Cover used from San Francisco
10c green tied by CDS. “From Noisy /Carrier’s 
Mail 17 Long Wharf S.F. Cal.” Handstamp at 
lower left. Noisy Carrier was a small emporium run 
by Charles Kimball on the San Francisco wharf. 
Reduced ¼ “ at right. PF certificate mentions: tone 

11-E8c - Draper, Welsh & Co. 
3c Scarlet die essay pulled on ivory glazed paper, 64x77mm, 

full size, XF. This is the only full-size example I have en-
countered. (EP98-01) $750.00

spot at left, tiny scrape be-
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tear at bottom right. The 
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eye appeal! Ex-Big Sky 
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perhaps too good, when he applied for a 
position in Dallas as State Manager of Texas 
for the Mystic Workers of the World, another 
insurance society. 

When he applied for the job he was 
described as polished, intelligent, capable, 
modest and, “presented enough recommen-
dations	and	certificates	of	character	to	run	a	
pulp factory for six months”. It was reported 
that he did a good business for the Mystics, 
establishing several excellent lodges that 
brought in many new members (a more ac-
ceptable term for those cash paying clients).  
A devilish parasite named greed sometimes 
infests the road to prosperity and this bug 
caused Brock’s big mistake. The Equitable 
Fraternal Union, another fraternal insurance 
society,	offered	to	
pay him a commis-
sion of $6.00 for 
every new member 
he recruited. 

He presented a 
list	with	200	names	
and received the 
$1,200	fee	before	190	
of those new mem-
bers suddenly re-
signed.  An investi-
gation followed that 
found they were 
fictitious	names	and	
he was indicted by a federal grand jury for 
using	the	mails	to	defraud.	Although	$1,200	
does not sound like an impressive amount 
today, it could have bought three brand 

Brock Optical: J. D. Brock had three companies 
that at one time employed over 120 workers operating 
from the same building on McGee Street. The Specialty 
Optical Company manufactured and imported optical 
supplies, while Superior Optical and Kansas City Opti-
cal sold less expensive products. Notice Brock’s Waco 
taperwing biplane circling over the K.C. skyline on the 
corner card promoting his aerial lenses.

White House Visit 
October 13, 1931 (Below)
President Hoover was very interested in airport conditions 
around the country and they had a pleasant 30-minute 
chat during which Dr. Brock was commissioned a Major 
in the Specialist Reserve Section of the Air Corps by 
Secretary of War Patrick Hurley. Cachet sponsored by 
Merchants and Manufactures Association. All covers 
postmarked Washington, D.C.
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Are There Still Exhibit Preparers? 
It used to be that there were half a dozen experienced exhibit preparers 

who would do exhibit pages for hire. The exhibitor could participate in 
page design, or not. There were also a few preparers who would take care 
of the entire process from purchasing and researching material to turning 
out the full exhibit, complete with title page. Most, if not all of these peo-
ple seem to have dropped out of this field. I’ve recently been in contact 
with an exhibitor-in-training who feels he needs to use such a service. I’ve 
tried to convince him that since the advent of computers, it is easy enough 
that even a non-wizard can do it. But he is adamant. I referred him to sev-
eral people who I knew used to provide this service, but one declined and 
the other two didn’t even answer his requests.

So, as a matter of curiosity, and to help him further if possible, are there 
members of AAPE who do exhibit pages for others, or non-members 
for that matter? If so, please contact me at the following email address: 
jmhstamp@verizon.net.

Before ending, please don’t send me lectures on how wrong it is for 
such services to operate. I’m well aware that there is a bias against this 
practice, and I share it to the extent that an exhibitor never gets to know 
his or her own material. But for a would-be exhibitor who does indeed 
know the material - but just does not have the time, talent or self-confi-
dence to make their own pages, such a service allows for the creation of an 
exhibit that we might otherwise never see. And that is a good thing.

John M. Hotchner
Falls Church, VA

Regarding Letters to the Editor
Letter to the editor are invited, encouraged and welcomed. Please note 

that correspondence concerning business affairs of the Association, in-
cluding membership and changes in address, should be addressed to the 
Secretary, 1000 Kingswood Drive, Akron, OH 44313 - email: nilsestuen@
sbcglobal.net.

Letters are generally included in the journal, provided that some gen-
eral guidelines are observed. Detailed information about letters to the ed-
itor has been included on page 9-10 of this issue. Letters to the editor 
and any questions regarding these guidelines should be directed in writ-
ing to Martin Kent Miller, 1361 W. Wade Hampton Blvd., Suite F-102, 
Greer, SC 29650-1146, or via email to exhibitor@philatelicpress.com.

Letters to the Editor AAPE
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Fillable Forms 
& Judges Needed

Since the last CANEJ column, philatelic life has been returned to near 
normal. Several stamp shows have taken place, some in their regular slots 
and others that had to reschedule to later in the year. Reports coming in 
have been very positive, with lots of comments about how glad philatelists 
are to be back at shows.

A big thank you to all those exhibitors and judges who have 
been supporting and attending the shows. I realize that it is not 
an easy proposition during these times, flights are unpredictable, 
hotels are running with minimum staffing and in many cases, 
masks are required.

There are several international shows coming up. London 
2020, now London 2022 (https://www.london2022.co) will be 

in February, hopefully there will 
be no problems for those who plan 
on attending as regards Europe 
and its covid fluctuations. Canada 
is hosting CAPEX 2022 (capex22.
org), and a totally single frame 
competition. I hope, those of you 
who thought about entering have 
done so. South Africa is also going 
to be a possibility as well as a show 
in Dubai.

Several shows are also planning 
on have virtual shows in the next 
year or so. The San Diego Stamp 
show is planning a virtual show in 
July 2022. PIPEX will be physical 
in 2022, but will be virtual 2023.

Here’s an interesting anecdote. 
APS now has “fillable” EEF forms 
on the website. As a jury in San Di-
ego this past October, most of the 
jury decided to use these forms. 
Once one has mastered the down-
loading of the form onto one’s lap-
top, the actual filling in process is 
easy. Then comes the part that can 
be complicated, you have to re-
member to save each EEF, either 
onto the desktop or preferably into 

The CANEJ Report by Elizabeth Hisey

The jury in San Diego decided to use the fillable PDF EEF forms.

A screen shot of the fillable EEF form with the Exhibit Title field select-
ed for filling.
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a file. Then, save the EEF’s onto a thumb drive. This works well if the show 
is in a hotel venue or there is a printer available that will print from a thumb 
drive. The fillable forms are so much easier for the exhibitor to read. 

I used the fillable forms at Balpex, took my thumb drive to the front desk, 
and inquired as to the location of the business office. Well, they used to have 
one, but someone had taken off with the various pieces of equipment. But 
the front desk offered to print the forms for me. Then came a minor prob-
lem – they dropped the thumb drive down behind their desk. The situation 
was only solved when the maintenance crew carved a hole to get it out! But 
they did, and the forms were printed after a few tense moments.

Our judging corps is unfortunately diminishing, so I do encourage any 
of you who have considered becoming a judge to please contact me. We 
currently have four apprentices working through their apprenticeship, but 
we need more. The American Philatelic Society maintains a webpage with 
numerous resources for propsective judges. Visit the site at: www.stamps.
org/events/judging-information.

Also, to those judges who are listed in the APS database, could you please 
check to make sure that your “specialties” listed are current and correct? You 
may be very willing to help out in areas other than those indicated. This way, 
when shows have the various societies attending their show, they can see 
which specific judges to ask. This is especially important if you have acquired 
some new philatelic fields.

Looking forward to seeing many of you in the next few months.

Liz Hisey
CANEJ Chairman

The APS web page for prospective philatelic judges.
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Membership - November 30, 2021 

Secretary’s Report

US MEMBERSHIP 

Regular Members 467

Life Members 150

FOREIGN MEMBERSHIP

Regular Members 100

Life Members  15

TOTAL MEMBERSHIP 734
Welcome to new members – September 1, 2021 to November 30, 2021

• Collectors Club of Chicago, Chicago, IL

• Mia Fillion, Acton, MA (Youth)

• Timothy Gale, Alexandria, VA (Patron)
• Jared Gazin, Tigard, OR (Youth)

• Roy Gelder, Geneva, IL

• Thomas Herbert, Houston, TX
• Li Hicks, Omaha, NE (Youth)

• Jack Nixon, Toronto, ON (Youth)

• Steve Schaap, Holland, MI

• Jasmine Smith, Pottstown, PA
• Scott Steward, Accokeek, MD

• Jason Teh-Mitchell, Los Angeles, CA (Youth)

Jean Benninghoff Award Winner

• Maulik Thakkar, Glendale, CA

As always, please advise immediately of any address change. It’s the 
only way to ensure uninterrupted receipt of The Philatelic Exhibitor. Your 
magazine will not be forwarded by the post office because of our bulk 
mailing permit. Just send me an email and we will keep you current.

Respectfully submitted,
Kenneth R. Nilsestuen 
AAPE Secretary
m knilsestuen@gmail.com

About Membership - an AAPE membership application is available 
on page 48. This application can easily be photocopied and shared 
with prospective members. As a current member, you are our best re-
cuiting resource. Please consider introducing your philatelic friends 
to the benefits of AAPE membership.
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Advertising with The Philatelic Exhibitor 

The Philatelic Exhibitor is the best buy in philatelic advertising. The journal reaches the most se-
rious philatelists — those who exhibit their collections. Exhibitors are dedicated collectors who are 
both competitive and discriminating — they are the most vigorous, active purchasers of high-end 
stamps and postal history in the hobby. The Philatelic Exhibitor, the quarterly journal of the Ameri-
can Association of Philatelic Exhibitors, is passionately read by AAPE members around the world. 
There is no better path to reach a market of serious collectors who are actively acquiring  rare and 
unique philatelic materials. Contact Rick Gibson (smokeynav@comcast.net), AAPE advertising 
manager, to reserve your space today.

Advertising Rates & Specifications

Ad Size
Dimensions

(inches) Once
Four

consecutive
Inside Front Cover 6 x 9 $450 $400/issue

Inside Back Cover 6 x 9 $425 $390/issue

Back Cover 7 x 10 + 1/4” bleed $425 $390/issue

Center Spread 13 x 9 N/A $600/issue

Full Page 6 x 9 $310 $275/issue

Half Page 6 x 4-1/8 $165 $150/issue

Third Page 6 x 2-3/8 $90 $75/issue

Eighth Page 2-3/4 x 2 $60 $50/issue

Production Schedule

Issue Date
Articles & 

Columns Due
Advertising
Order Due

Advertising
Art Due Production Closed

Second Quarter 2022 February 21, 2022 February 21, 2022 March 4, 2022 March 11, 2022

Third Quarter 2022 May 23, 2022 May 23, 2022 June 3, 2022 June 10, 2022

Fourth Quarter 2022 August 22, 2022 August 22, 2022 September 2, 2022 September 9, 2022

First Quarter 2023 November 21, 2022 November 21, 2022 December 2, 2022 December 9, 2022

Advertising art should be sub-
mitted as PDF files in the di-
mensions listed. All images 
placed within the PDF file must 
be at a resolution of at least 300 
DPI. For contract positions, 
the same ad will be picked up 
for each issue unless new art is 
received by the advertising art 
due date deadline. Please con-
tact Rick Gibson (smokeynav@
comcast.net) for contracts and 
more information.
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Membership Application

American Association of Philatelic Exhibitors
You are invited to become a member of the American Association of Philatelic 
Exhibitors. Join with novice to advanced exhibitors from around the world in stamp 
collecting’s only association for all levels of philatelic exhibiting. Our field is stamp 
collecting’s most fascinating pastime and the AAPE is your best way to keep abreast 
of every facet of exhibiting and to learn effective exhibiting techniques. 

Membership Application
Enclosed are my dues and application for membership in AAPE, which includes an 
annual subscription to The Philatelic Exhibitor. PayPal payment is available for an 
additional $1.50. To use PayPal, either use the online application at www.AAPE.org 
or indicate PayPal below and you will be contacted with payment details. Foreign 
airmail is available for an additional charge, please inquire if interested. Please make 
checks payable to AAPE, Inc.

Premium membership levels are also available for members in the US and Canada. 
Amounts over the annual dues may be tax-deductible depending on your personal tax 
situation. Memberships at these premium levels will be listed on the website and in 
The Philatelic Exhibitor unless otherwise requested.

q US/Canada Membership $25.00 q Foreign Membership $35.00
q Contributing Membership $45.00
q Sustaining Membership $60.00
q Patron Membership $100.00

Please select:   q New Applicant q Renewal

First Name ________________________ Last Name ___________________________

Street or POB __________________________________________________________

City  ___________________________  State ________________________________

Postal Code _____________________  Country _____________________________

Email _________________________________________________________________

Phone _________________________________________________________________

Philatelic Memberships & Member Number(s): ______________________________

_______________________________________________________________________

Philatelic References (not needed for APS members): __________________________

_______________________________________________________________________

q Please contact me for PayPal payment.

Signature: ______________________________________________________________

Please mail your application and payment to:
Ken Nilsestuen, Secretary

1000 Kingswood Drive
Akron, OH 44313-5921

www.AAPE.org



Forever stamped 
on your memory!

90 million items for sale More than 1 million active users 
per month 20 years of experience Register for free

Join us to give a new dimension to your collection!

The collectors’ marketplace

.net



Gold Medal and Grand Prix Winners have
ONE NAME in common

Kapiloff Honolulu Advertiser

Walske

AUCTION GALLERIES, INC.

siegelauctions.com

Siegel offers unparalleled expertise, a worldwide client base, financial reliability,
intelligent marketing, and the best internet resources and search tools.

6 WEST 48TH STREET, 9TH FLOOR, NEW YORK, N.Y. 10036 • PH (212) 753-6421 • EMAIL: STAMPS@SIEGELAUCTIONS.COM
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GrossKramer


