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The Saint Louis Proprietary Provisionals of July, 1898 
and the Companies that Used Them 

Exhibit purpose: To show the provisional ta.x stamps used by ten Saint Louis companies in July, 1898. Some additional 
information on, and artifacts from, those companies during or around the tax period, 1898-1901, will be included. 

Background: The Spanish American War tax act was signed into law on June 13, 1898, effective July 1 of that year. One 
new tax imposed in the act covered ''medicinal proprietary articles and preparations:' 

Ten medicine companies in Saint Louis (and one in Macon, Georgia) were concerned that government stamps would 
not be available by July 1. The local Collector of Internal Revenue agreed to allow them to print their own stamps and 
pay the proprietary tax by sworn returns for several weeks, until sufficient government issues became available. No other 
companies are known to have made a successful arrangement of this kind with the Internal Revenue Service. 

Use of the provisional stamps ended on or around July 21, 1898. 

The tax depended on the price of the product. 

Selling Price 

5¢ or less 

over 5¢, through 10¢ 

over 10¢, through 15¢ 
. 

over 15¢, through 25¢ 

each additional 25¢ or fraction thereof 

Internal Revenue Tax, 2~c 
Stamps not being obtai11able at time 
of sale and shipment of this pack.­
age, will be paid on sworn ret111·ns 
thereof t<> COLLECTOR of INTERNAL 
REVENUE, 1st District of Mo. 

The Antikamnia Chemical Co., 
FRANlt A. RUF, Pres. & 'l'reas. 

ST. LOUIS, MO. 

Tax 
¼¢ 

¼ ¢ 

¾ ¢ 

¾ ¢ 

¾¢ 

Unused Antikamnia Chemical Company 
provisional. 

I · 

Right: Antikamnia advertisement from an 1898 
pharmaceutical journal. 

The IRS ruling mentioned in the ad held that the 
tax was contingent on the unit price ( $1) at which 
Antikamnia sold products to druggists, who then used 
them in compounds sold to the public at various prices. 

Under date of September 24th, 1898, wires to 
the following effect, to 

-THE ANTIKAMNIA CHEMICAL COMPANY; 
ST. LOUIS, MO .. 

''Have instructed Collectors of Internal Revenue th8' 
·all Antikamnia stamped at the rate of two and one-hal 
,cents per ounce is properly stamped.'' 

THE TRADE will therefore, take notice, that all 
-Antikamnia Preparations are to be stamped two and one­
half cents ONLY, and to avoid any confusion, we stamp 
every ounce, as required by law, before shipping. 

The price remains $1.00 per ounce, as heretofore, 
JNCLUDINO STAMPS. . 

The Antikamnia Chemical Company 
f"RANK A. RUF, PRES. & TREAS. 

-

Exhibit Plan: Five of six varities of wording on the stamps were used by Saint Louis companies: they are grouped by 
wording here. (Type Vis assigned in the Scott Specialized catalog to the Macon, Georgia provisional, not in this exhibit.) 

Type I Antikamnia and Phenique pp 2 - 4 Fourteen provisional stamps 
Type II Van Dyke p 5 shown are currently believed 
Type III Fairchild, Lambert, Milliken, Walker pp 5 - 8 to be one of a kind. These are 
Type IV Prickly Ash Bitters and Meyer Brothers pp 9 - 11 identified by a double framed 
Type VI Sayman p 12 box and a ~ at upper right . 
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Antikamnia 
p. 2 

Provisional issue, plus one tax-free stamp 
Type I wording: lower-case ''of' 

in ''COLLECTOR of INTERNAL REVENUE:' 

amnia Chemical Co., 
NX A. RUF, Pres. & Treas" 

ST. LOUIS, MO. 

' 

Internal Revenue Tax, 2~c 
Stamps not being obtainable at time 
of sale and shipment of tl'iis pack-

~ age, ,vill be paid on -sworn t,etu1·ns 
the1·eof t<> C'~LLE~G-B of INTERN AL 
REVBNUE, 1st District of Mo. · 

TIie Antikamnia Chemical Co., 
FiA~ A. RUF, Pres. & Treas. 

ST. LOUIS 1 MO. 

• • 

SPECIAL NOTICE! 
uThis is a free sample removed from the 

laboratory tor gratuitous distribution. 
.Any person selling or exposing for sale 
this sample, at any time, will be liable to 
all the pains and penalties of the law, de­
nouneed against persons selling or expos­
ing for sale unstamped articles taxable 
under Schedule B, War Revenue Bill." 

The Antikamnia Chemical Co., 
DANE A. ltrr, Pres. & Treas. ST. LOUIS, MO • 

Antikamnia reported that when the tax law went into effect on July 1 it bought a 'job lot' consisting of stamps of various 
denominations from ¼ ¢ to 2 ½ ¢ from the Saint Louis Revenue Office. These only met its needs for two or three days. 

As all sales were of dollar items, Antikamnia had a ½ ¢ provisional printed to combine with stamps from the job lot to 
make up 2 ½ ¢ tax. The 2 ½ ¢ provisionals were used alone, and the special notice stamps were placed on free samples. The 
1/s ¢ provisionals were printed on yellow paper to distinguish them from the 2 ½ ¢ provisionals on white paper. 

Government issue 

I 

Having the same first day cancel as the provisionals, these 
government-issue stamps must have been in the early job 
lot Antikamnia bought. 

I ~ 
I ~ The cancel on the battleship revenue above indicates that 
I by August of 1898 Antikamnia obtained government-

t ~ ~ IL:~~~~~~J issue stamps. This happened about July 21. - -

Only % ¢ and 2 ½ ¢ battleships are known with Antikamnia cancels dated before 1900. That year the company introduced 
a full line of retail products at various prices, requiring the use of other denominations. 

The cancel on the fourth stamp is handstamped rather than printed, consisting of four of the company's AK symbols 
around ''CO'' and the date of June 15, 1901, fifteen days before the tax on patent medicines was rescinded. Antikamnia 
must have run out of 3 ¾ ¢ stamps with printed cancels and did not want to pay for reprinting that close to the end. 

Antikamnia was the only company using provisional stamps which later had a private die proprietary stamp issued for 
its products. That stamp did not appear until 1900, so it could not have been used longer than a year and a half . 



• 

Antikamnia 
p. 3 

Advertising 

Antikamnia was a junk mail pioneer. By 1899 it was promoting its products to doctors and hospitals worldwide. In fact, the existence of the 
special notice provisional stamp is evidence that they were handing out a significant number of free samples in 1898. 

- - -

THI S SIDE IS F O R T HE ADDRESS ONLY. 

, 

• • 

Dr. A:min Chand., 
. 

PoJ.ice Hosp ., 

' 

-- . · - -6 ' 

. -· i _ ... _ _ 
. . .. ;,. . 
• ,.' ' ..,. 

-
• 

-· -· 
. .. . 

1dyi tkyina., 

--

Below, the back of an unsevered UPU postal reply 
card sent to a doctor in Dunedin, New Zealand in 
1899. The offer of free samples included a copy of 
the 1900 calendar shown at right. 

India . 

• 

Kame .................. .................. ................ .............. ..... ..... .. -...... ....... .... ... .. ................ _ .. _. .. M. D . 

Dear Sir! 
On receipt of thi.s card properly 

filled in, you will also·be listed for .. 
••The 1900 Antikamnia'Ca~n~_ar,'' 
which we .shall mail in December. 

;; .•.. ~ 

-· IC 

(Write Plainl y) 
, 

• - ' , . J" · , 

,-~,, - •, ,,., .. . -.,._ ,, -

C 't - - . . . -. .·. r 
l, y ···•·········· ··••······•······ ···············•········ ·· ••·•· •··· ···· ·· ·· · 

' 

Country , ................ : ... .. ......... . : ... ..... : .... : .... .. .. ..... ... .. 

~ Street Address • > 

········ · ·· ··· · ·· ·· ·· ···• -·· · ······ · ··• •.-• ···· ······ ·· ·· ·· ·· · -·· · ··· · · · ·•.-_., 

-· - -

• 

At left, postcard mailed in 1899 to a police 
hospital in India. 

Sea Post Office cancel applied by Bombay - Aden 
Sea Post Service Operated by Peninsular & 
Oriental Steam Navigation Company. Bottom 
sent to English hospital, turned tco show message. 

---. . 

. ~. -~·-· . - . . ---·---···---.- ·-··· . 
l~irrfflf , ~ ;ft.ORT.Of AN NSPIRATION ! 

r • ~===• ... '· . - '7 ,• .. . .,, . 
-- . . . -- . -. -.-.; .. ~--

- ~. Are the word~.:Writt~~ t o us regarding Five-Grain Antikamnia and 
C0deiRe Tafi1-~ts, each containi o o- 4 Af _gr. A;-ili}~~n)Jlia anJ 1..1 gr. Sulph . , 
Codei ne. Prescribe as follows: 

,) 

.~ Antika1nnia and Codeine Tablets, No. xxiv 

-
~ 

·. 

Sig.-One or two tablets every two or three hours. 
(Or as indications may requi re; also advisable to adm inister with a little 

_ water, diluted whisky , ,vine or hot toddy.) 

This combination is particularly useful in La Grippe, 
Influenza and all Grippal Conditions, Pneumonia, Bron_chitis, 
Deep ·Seated Coughs, Neuroses of the Larynx, Etc., Etc, 

(See Brochure )\'\a iled with Sampi2 s on Application .) 

IF YOU HAVE NOT TRIED ANTIKAfllNIA AND CODEINE 
TABLETS, SEND PROFESSIONAL CARD FOR SAMPLE TO 

JOHN MOR.GAN R.ICHAR.DS, 
British and Colon isl D e-pot f or Antikamnia, 

46, Holborn Viaduct, LO.NVON, E. C. 

Although Antikamnia surely didn't mean it to 
be taken that way, the use of skeleton figures 
on their calendars was appropriate for most of 
their medications. Their pills were more than 
half acetanilide, a somewhat dangerous, habit­
forming compound. In addition, they offered it 
in combination with codeine, which is addictive. 

Recommended dosage for treating 'worry, 
nervousness, or the blues; was one or two tablets 
with codeine every three hours. For shopper's 
headache two plain tablets every three hours 
were sufficient. 

Antikamnia ran afoul of the Pure Food and 
Drugs Act of 1906, but moved to the use of 
phenacetin, a habit-forming heart depressant in 
their tablets. Nothing is known of the company 
today. 

• 

ALEN DAR_ 
1ioo ·-

-

11)10 

-
--~ANUARY 
SU!WIDR. TUE. WED. THU. FRI. SAT. 

1 2 3 4 5 6 
7 8 9 10 11 12 13 
14 15 J6 17 18 19 20 
21 2l'13 Z!t 25 26 27 

:. 28 29 3(): 31 
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Phenique Chemical Company 
Type I wording: lower-case "of' 

in ''COLLECTOR of INTERNAL REVENUE:' 

Right: Phenique brochure used shortly after the tax period, 
when costs of the products had increased for the larger sizes. 

Provisional issue 

-

Internal Revenue Tax, !c -· 
Stamps not being obtainable at time 
of sale and shipment of this pack­
age,. will be paid oli sworn ~et1.1rns 
thereoJ' to COLLECTOR of INTERNAL 

- ' REVENUE,' 1st District of Mo, -. -

Phenique Chemical Co., 
G. E. REMJCK , Gen'I Mgr., 

ST. Lours, MO. 

lnterRaf lievefflre Tax, ic 
st.a- not being obtainable at thne 
of sate and shipment of this pack• 
age, wi-U be paid on sworn returns 
therepf to COLl,EGTOR -of INTil:RNAL 
~ VE NUE, 1st_ D i s tr~.t...o-J'Mo. --

, -. -
Phenique Chemical Co., __ 

G. E. REMICK, Gen'I Mgr., 
ST. LOUIS, MO. 

Internal Reven-u.e Tax, 1ic 
Stamps not being obtainable at time 
of sale and shipment of this pack­
age., will be paid on swO-"'n returns 
thereof to COLLECTOR of IJST.EKNAL 
REVENUE, 1st District of Mo. 

, 
Phenique Chemical Co., 

G. E. REMICK , Gen'I Mgr., 
ST. LOUIS, MO. 

Note the same wording and format as the Antikamnia provisionals. The same printer undoubtedly produced both. 

✓ 

--

-

Internal Revenue Tax, 2 ½c 
• 

- -
Stamps not being obta inabl~ at time 

. of sale and shi11ment of this pack­
age will be paid on sworn returns 
tl1e:i=eof to COLLECTOR of INTERNAL 
REVENUE, 1st District of Mo. 

' Phenique Chemical Co., 
G. E. REMICK, Gen 'I Mgr., 

ST. LOUIS, MO. 

' 

Phenique provisionals were printed in at least seven denominations. Four are known on yellow paper, uncanceled. Four are also known on buff paper with August 5, 1898 
cancels, which is after the period that provisionals were necessary, so these are probably remainders. 

✓ ✓ 

stampsn6 
of sale 
age, wil1 
thereof to 
REV E.lll OE, 11 

, 
Pheniqu 

✓ 

✓ 

In 1898 a small size of Campho-Phenique liquid or powder cost 30¢ and a large size, $1.00. The tax rates were, 
respectively, 1 ¼ ¢ and 2 ½ ¢, so it is interesting that a 1 ¼ ¢ provisional is not currently known. However, one was 
reported in 1908 and may still exist. 

Phenique merchant's draft asking for payment from C. W. Rogers 
and Company, due in three days. The cancel on the documentary 
stamp is the same as Phenique used on its proprietary stamps. 

The smaller denomination provisionals were likely used with other stamps, since it appears that Phenique 
Chemical Company management was able to buy a small assortment of government issues as Antikamnia was. 
The higher denominations would have been used on larger packets or bottles, or packages containing several 
items. 

Government issue 

The cancels on these battleship revenues are the same as 
were used on the buff paper provisionals. Phenique used it 
throughout the tax period. 

#- ,_ 7-v / 

• 

James F. Ballard owned Phenique Chemical Company, as well 
as companies making White's Cream Vermifuge and Smith's 
Bile Beans. His cancels on these battleship revenues dated 
July 6, 1898 prove that he had access to some government­
issued stamps very early in the tax period. 

;/teca;i,1ect/4t?i c_ 1 1/ 

' • 

r 

' 
t 
' As with Antikamnia, his supply apparently was not adequate. 

The need for make-up rates would account for the lower 
value provisionals. 

' 

• 

• 

I 

• 

• 

- DRESSING. 
IN DICATED IN 
OPERATIONS 

IN MAJOR.MINOR 
AND 

- s,\~11\l SURC(_q 

CAMPHO-PHENIQUE 

CAMPHO-PHENIQUE LIQUID 
'' '' POWDER 
' ' '' OINTMENT 

Small Size 
30c 
30c 

' 

Regular Size 
$1 .20 

.75 
1.20 

If you cannot get it at the Drug' Store, Remit to us 

We will send it by mail 

CAMPHO-PHENIQUE CO. St. Louis, Mo. 

K OR ST. LOUIS _ 

~ ------=:~. ----c~---r' ---~ -"-:::::'!,,L---! 
• • • ASHI 

, 



Van Dyke Bitters Company 
p. 5 

Provisional issue 
Type II wording: upper-case ''OF,, 

in ''COLLECTOR OF INTERNAL REVENUE:' 

., 
, MO. 

Only the 2 ½ ¢ denomination is recorded for the Van Dyke Bitters Company provisional. At least five copies exist. 

The format of the stamp is close enough to Type I that it could be the work of the same printer. 

Government issue 

April 14, 1900 cancel, same format as that on the 1898 provisional. 

Van Dyke advertised one product: Dr. Van Dyke's Holland Bitters, cure for dyspepsia, biliousness, 
constipation, and heartburn, and a sure preventative of malaria. However, in 1893 and again 
in 1914 the company was listed in the Saint Louis Directory as a liquor wholesaler. In 1901 a 
Reading, Pennsylania newspaper noted that ''Hollenbach, Dietrich & Company, liquor dealers ... received a carload of 
Van Dyke Bitters from Saint Louis. They enjoy a large run on this brand:' 

The liquor tax rate was $1.10 per proof gallon at the time. If Van Dyke sold a pint of their bitters for $1 and it was 80 pro.of, 
the proprietary tax per gallon would have been 20¢ versus 88¢ if sold as alcohol. Reason enough to claim medicinal 
properties for the product. 

Fairchild Chemical Laboratory Company 
Type Ill wording: upper and lower-case lettering, 

and ''Dist. Mo:' instead of "District of Mo:' Provisional issue 

--- - --: ~~~~~ 
: ~ . . .· -I Internal Revenue Tax 6-8 Cent. 

Stam snot_ ~in · obtainable at ·.· -
Ji timeo?saleand-shipment of.this i• 

. ~ package, will b.e paid on sworn l 
( returns thereof to Collector of 
t. Internal ~eve.~ue; 1st Dist. Mo: · i 
l Fai-rehild Vh~. Lab. Co. -. ,. . . 

~~~~~ 

✓ 

Fairchild Laboratories produced Sanitol products, which at the time were tooth powder and toothpaste. Both sold for $2 
per dozen packets, making each packet 17 ¢ for a tax of % ¢ each, the denomination of the provisional. 

Government issue 

November 11, 1898 cancel. By then Fairchild was selling Sanitol liquid for $4 per dozen bottles, 
or 33¢ each, requiring a 1 ¼ ¢ stamp. 

Shortly after the turn of the century the company's name was changed to the Sanitol Chemical Laboratory Company. 
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Walker Pharmacal Company 

Provisional issue 

• 

Type Ill wording: upper and lower-case lettering, 
and ''Dist. Mo:' instead.of ''District of Mo:' 

Internal Revenue Tax 2 1-2 Cents. 
Stamps not being obtainable at 

time or sale and shipment of this 
package, will be paid on sworn ~ 
ret urns thereof to Collector of ~ 
Internal Revenue, 1st Dist. Mo. i 

Walke,r Phar. Co. i:; 
~~~~~ 

Walker Pharmacal Company sold Phytolene, a weight-loss preparation, for $1 a bottle, requiring a 2½¢ stamp. It isn't 
known what the standard unit cost was for Pineo line, for skin infections, or Succus Cineraria Maritima, for cataracts, 
also sold by Walker, but the 2½¢ provisional is the only denomination known. 

Compare this stamp to the Fairchild provisional on the previous page. They undoubtedly were printed by the same 
printer. Borders are identical and words are set in the same type. 

Government issue 

The %¢ battleship has a July 2, 1898, cancel, showing that Walker had access to government proprietaries early in the 
tax period in a ''job lot'' of miscellaneous denominations, as did at least some other provisional stamp users. The other 
two are dated later, the 1 ¼ ¢ when Walker must have sold half-size bottles of Phytolene or other products at fifty cents. 

be Hbsorption 
of ~ ataratts ....... 

,.. 

HE many excellent clinical reports of absolute cures 
received from physicians in all parts of the world on 
the action of SUCCUS ~ ~'4 _ MARITIMA - ' 

(Walker) for the dissolution and absorption of both 
CAPSULAR and T,ENTICULAR CAT~CTS, stamps 
it as the most valuable of the newer rer.i1edies that have 
been added to th_e armamentarium of the general practitioner. 

Llterl!ture by Addre.S$ing 

WALKER. PHAR.MACAL CO., St. t.ouis. 
' - . 

An advertisement for Walker's Succus Cineraria Maritima from a journal contemporaneous with the provisional stamp. 



John T. Milliken and Company 

Provisional issue 

. - ' 
,. 

. In tern al Reveue 1a, t-8 Cent. 
Stamps not being ob tainable at 

time of sale a nd shipment of t h is 
package, will b e pa id '{)a swor n 
retu1·ns thereof to CMl.ector of 
Internal Revenne, 1st Dist. Mo. 

J no. T. Millilen & Co. 

John T. Milliken and Company manufactured 
pharmaceuticals. It is likely that more than the 
¾ ¢ and % ¢ denominations shown here were 
produced as provisionals, but others are not 
known. 

The frame of the Milliken stamps differs from 
that of the Fairchild and Walker provisionals, 
but identical wording is set the same way. The 
same printer likely produced all of these. 

p. 7 

Type Ill wording: upper and lower-case lettering, 
and ''Dist. Mo:' instead of ''District of Mo:, 

Internal Bev-enue Tax o-8 Cent. 
. Stamps not being obtainable at 

time of sal~ and .sn.'ipmtnt.-~ihis 
package, will be pp'Jd,. en~orn · 
returns the.reof to Co11ectcn· of 
I nternal Revenue, 1s t" vis.t-. Mo. 

Jno. T. Milliken 

, 
.• 

B,r v.s E'9-RL.Y :.¥ vv~y /898. 
/r 8£/'?.lfS 00. C~.N"C.G~/A/'G;' S'TAA4..P 

AA/0 >vLs- Hi"'1J/£ E Y£'RY Rc:/t?SC7A/ ,-o 

B E L..E"/V£=. /T G E;I\/V//\/~. 

The % ¢ stamp was signed by Milliken above a statement that' the 
provisional stamps were indeed used. From the wording, this was done 
some time after the period of use. 

Government issue 

The cancels on the provisiorrafs shown are July 16 and July 12. Some battleship revenue cancels that have been identified 
as Milliken's have July 19 dates, while provisional cancels are known as late as July 20. One of these recorded, but not 
illustrated, July 19 cancels is straight-line, so it is probably the same as those on the provisionals. It is on a one-cent 
battleship. The other is a circular cancel as below, on a 1 7/ 8 ¢ battleship. Both denominations are higher than those of the 
known provisionals, reinforcing the possibility that other denominations of the provisionals were produced, but have 
not been found. 

These July date battleships are likely to have been from a small lot purchased around the beginning of the tax period. 
They would not have been useful unless there were products calling for higher taxes than paid by the known provisionals. 

d * • -¥1 1;.;:: 

The cancels on these battleship issues are from October and August 1898, respectively. 

For a large company, few copies of battleships with Milliken cancels have been reported. The company may have used 
unidentifiable cancels for most of its products, which ranged from absorbent cotton to Milliken Mints and Pasteurine 
toothpaste. 

Milliken also owned the Golden Circle mine in Cripple Creek, Colorado, so perhaps he was too busy with his mining 
interests to promote his drug business. The latter was sold to Abbott Laboratories in the 1920s. 

' 



• 
• 

Lambert Pharmacal Company 

Provisional issue 

p. 8 

Type Ill wording: upper and lower-case lettering, 
and ''Dist. Mo:' instead of ''District of Mo:' 

• • 

• 
• 

• • 
• • 

11 THE MEDICAL TIMES . July, rgoo. 

• 
INTERNAL REVENUE TAX 2 1-2 CENTS. 

Sta11111)s 11ot bei11g obt,tin,1ble ,tt ti111e <i f 
~,tic ,111<1 sl1i1J111e11t (Jf tl1is p,tckage, ,,,ill l5e 
l),tid <)11 s,vor11 ret11r11s tl1ereof to Collec t<>r 
of I11ter11al Re,·e1111e, Lst Dist. :VIo. 

l, i\~IBER1' PH .\R1IAf',\L C'o., ST. I,01:1~, :\lo. 

- - v 

• 
Oil I II I II I I I I I I I I I I II I I I I II I ll I ll I ll I I I I I I I II I 11111 111 111 111 111 111 111111111 111 111 111 111 111111111111 111 111 111 111 111 11 1111 111 111 111 111111 111 1111111 I I I 11111111 111 1 I I I 11 111 111 11 1 I ! I I ll I II I I I I ll I I I I I I I I I I I I I I I I 11 I ll I ll I 11111 111111111 111 1" - -- -
- ' -- -- -
- - - -: _ Its Ill Effect : 
- - - • . -
: _ ...... _ • Upon Infantile Life : 
- -- -, , 11 111 111 11111 II 11111 1 i I I I I I I I I II I II I II I I I I I Ill I I I I I I I II I ll I II I II I I I I I I I I I I II I ll I 11 111 111 111111 111 11 ! 111 111 111 111 111111111111 111 111 111 11 !I I I I I I I I I I II I II I I II II I I I I I I I I I I I I I I I I I I I Il l II I I II I I I I I I I I I I I I II I I I I I II I II Ill Il l I II I I I I I I I I I l l l lc 

I ' . • 

;:! I I 11 111 111 111 11 i 111 111111 111 111 11111 i·I I I I I I l I I I I I I II I II I ll I II I II I I I I I I I I I I II I Il l I I I I I I I I I I I I I I I II I I I I I I I I I I Il l II I I I I I I I I I I I I I II I Il l I I I I I I I I I I I I II I I I I I I I I I I I I I I I I I I I I I I I I I I I I I I I II I II I II I II I II I I I I I I I I I I I I I II I II I ll I I I I I I I II I I I I II l ll I.;; -• The Lambert Pharmacal Company provisional was originally listed as having been printed in black, but none such has 
been seen since. That listing is likely to have been erroneous. 

- --~ -
: Whilst it is not contended that summer heat, pe1' se, exercises any ill effect ·upon infantile : · 

While the Lambert stamp shares identical text with those of Fairchild, Walker and Milliken, nothing else is similar. The 
same printer is likely, but it isn't clear why a different size and color was chosen for Lambert. 

The main product of Lambert Pharmacal was Listerine. It was only sold to physicians during the tax period, apparently 
in two sizes - either a 20¢ or 25¢ size, and a one dollar size. 2½¢ is the only provisional denomination currently known. 

Government issue 

The only denominations of battleship stamps known to have Lambert cancels are o/s¢ and 2½¢. 

' 

The first known Lambert cancels on battleships are straight-line, as on the left example. The circular cancel, middle 
example, is unusual, as Lambert did not use other circular cancels until late in 1899 on 2 ½ ¢ stamps. 

Late in 1898 into early 1899 Lambert cancels appear to have been added by typewriter, as in the rightmost example. 

By 1899 Lambert was using circular cancels again, but, unlike the earlier example, the later ones included "Saint Louis" 

at the bottom of the circle. 

. . . -

: life, the intense heat of summer, coupled with improper diet and unsanitary sur-roundings, : 
: undoubtedly will increase the n1ortality among infants. Artificially fed babies especially suffer. : 
- -_ A wise saying of the ancients, obsta principiis, has special application here. The im- -- -- portance of cleanliness, app:i;opriate food, and regularity in feeding should_ be impressed -- . . -
a:a upon the caretaker of the infant. -- -- • Fro-m the writings of medical practitioners of wide experience in this special field, we brave - · - - -
: compiled a ·pamphlet which we designate the '' Summer Pamphlet.'' In it will be found many : 

. . -
: ,. highly valuable suggestions for the care of infants and children during the heated tern1, to- : 
: gether with various formulre suggesting treatment for infantile digestive disturbances, all of : 
: which tend to show that tbe base of many sue- - · : 
: cessful prescriptions for '' summer complaint'' is _ .....,. : 
- . -- -- ' -
~ l I II I II I ll I II I I I I I I I I I I II I II I Il l II I I I I I I I I I I II I I I I I I II I ll I I I I I I I I I I I I I I I I II I I I I I I I II I II I I I I I I I I I I I I I II I I I I I I I I I I I I I I I I I I I I I I I I I I I I I I I ll I II I I I I I I I I I I I I I II I l:-111 111 111 111111 111111 111 111 111 111 111 111 I l l I l l I I I I ll I ll I I II 11 111 11 ! I 11 111 111 ~ 

~ 1111 1! I I I I I I I I I I I I I I I I I I I I I I I II I II I l l I I I I I I I I I I I I I I I I I I I ll I II I I I IJ I I I I I 11111111 111 111 111 111 111111111 1 !1 111 111 111 11111 I I I I I I I I I I I II I ! I I I I I I I I I I I I I I I I I I I I II I II I 11111111111 111111111 111 111 1 II I II I II I I I I I 1111111 111 111 111 111 111111 111!!!_1!!; 
-----
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LAMBERT PHARMA CAL COMPANY 
----- ---- SAINT LOUIS 
------ . -
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Right top: A 1900 advertisement for Listerine. At that time it was claimed to be an internal medicine and a general antiseptic. 

Right bottom: A Lambert cover from 1891. 

Lambert Pharmacal merged with Warner-Hudnut in 1955 as Lambert-Warner, which was acquired by Pfizer in 2000. 
Listerine is now the property of Johnson and Johnson, another company active in the Spanish-American war tax period. 
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Prickly Ash Bitters Company 
p.9 

Provisional issue 
Type IV wording: ''the tax'' inserted before 

''will be paid,;' otherwise as Type III. 

~~~~~!7.V~~~~~ 
K: · ~ ~ 
~ INTERNAL REVENUE TAX. ~ 
~ 2 I-2 CENTS. ~ 
~ Stamps not bejng obtainable ~ 
~ a.t tin1e of sale and shipment of ~ 
~ this ackage. tile tax will be ~ 
~ }Jal OU SWO!.;I. r -;turns thereof w::.i 
• 9 to Collector o :Inter.nal Rev- ~ v• enue, u;t llist. ~fo. c~ I -Prickly Ash Bitters Co. s St. Louis. ij 
~~~~~~~~ 

At least th,ree copies are known of Prickly Ash Bitters provisional stamps, all denominated 2½¢. Doctor B.F. Shermans 
Prickly Ash Bitters sold for $1 a bottle, requiring a stamp of that value. 

Government issue 

The logical denomination for the company's battleship use was 2½¢, but 
some %¢ stamps are known with Prickly Ash Bitters cancels, some as 
early as July 1, 1898, undoubtedly from a miscellaneous lot available early. 

The printed cancel at right is a later use, though also from 1898. 

, 

A Victorian-era Prickly Ash Bitters trade card. 

Although some form of Prickly Ash Bitters is being sold today, it is 
unlikely to have much, if any, relationship to the concoction sold in 
the 1890's. The original company was bought by Meyer Brothers in the 
early Twentieth Century. 

Was this a medicine or thinly-disguised liquor? Twenty years before 
the Spanish-American War tax period, the Weekly Statesman of 
Austin, Texas wrote in 1878, ''No spirit is used in the manufacture of 
them, except a pure article of Holland gin:' 

The Green Forest Tribune of Carroll County, Arkansas said in its 
December 28, 1899 edition, ''A system regulator is a medicine that 
strengthens and stimulate the liver, kidney, stomach and bowels. 
Prickly Ash Bitters is a superior system regulator. It drives out all 
unhealthy conditions; promotes activity of body and brain, restores 
good sleep, and sprits. Sold by Harbert & Shelton:' 

The nostrum probably was no better nor worse than other patent 
medicines of the time . 
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p. 10 

Meyer Brothers Drug Company 

Provisional issue 

Type IV wording: ''the tax,, inserted before 
''will be paid,;, otherwise as Type III. 

~~~~~~~ 
ij INTERNAL REVENUE TAX. i . 
~ I-8 CENT. _ ~ 
~ Stamps !lot being obtainable ~ 
~ at time of sale and shlpn1ent of ~ this packa.~e~ the ta~ will be I 
w;; paid on swot·n :-eturns t hereof I 

.. ~ to Collector of Internal Rev-
·~ enue. 1st I>ist. Mo. -I _Meyer Brothers »rug Co •• St. Louis, 
~~~~ 

✓ 

. 

~~~~ 
INTERNAL REVENU~ TAX. 

5-8 CElfT. 
. Stamps not being obtainable 
at time of ~ale and shipment of 
this package.. the tax will be 
paid on sworn returns thereof 
to Collector of Internal Rev­
enue, 1st Dist. Mo. 

¢ --..,o;..,~ ....... - _,,.,,.._,._..._. __ ,...., e; Q 5 ! C •- N ~ ..,. 

------
✓ 

The Meyer Brothers provisional stamps were printed in two different colors, green and black, by the same company as 
printed the Prickly Ash Bitters stamp. Wording and borders are identical. 

~ ~ ~~~ 
~ INTERNAL REVENUE TAX. ~ 
~ 1-8 CENT. P!i 
~ Stam ps not bei11g- obtainable i 
~ at tin1e of sale an·d shipment of ~ 
~ tl1is package, the tax will be rA 

~ paid on sworn returns thereof ~ I to Collector of Internal Rev- ~ 
~ enue, 1st Dis t. Mo. ~ 

~ Meyer Brothers Drug Oo._, St. Louis. ~ 
~~~~Z~™~ 

~~~rn~~ 
~ INTERNAL REVENUE TAX. I 
~ 5-8 CENT. 
~ Stamps not beir1g- obtainable •"J 
~ at time of sale and shipment of ~ 
~ this package, the tax will be ~ 
~ paid on sworn r e tt1rns thereof ~ 
~ to Collector of Ir1ternal Rev- ~ 
~ enue, 1st Dist. Mo. ~ 
~ Meyer_ Brothers Drug Co., St. Lonis. ! 
~~~~~~~~~~~ 

~ ~ ~ .. ')" ,,:-i; • ,, ' , r \, 
~ INTERNAL REVENUE TAX. 
~ 3 CENTS. 
~-~ Stamps not being- obtainable 
~-- at tin1e of sale and shipment of 
~ tJ1is package, the tax will be ~ 
G!I paid on sworn r e turns thereof ~ 
~ to Collector of Internal Rev- .._,. 
~-- e11ue, 1st Dist. Mo. ~ 
~ ~ ~ Meyer Brothers Drug Co., St. Louis. r..a 

~rt-~~~~~~ 

~ ~ ~~ 
~ INTERNAL REVENUE TAX. 
~ 1-4 CENT. 
~ Stamps not being- obtainable 

C tJ1is package, the tax will be ~ 
~ paid on sworn returns thereof ~ 
~ to Collector of Internal Rev - ~ 
~ enue, 1st Dist. Mo. . 
~ Meyer Brothers Drug Co., St. Louis. I 
~~~~~~~~~~~ 

~a-~~~ w~~ 
~ INTERNAL REVENUE TAX. 
~ I CENT. 
~ Stamps not being- obtainable 
~ at tin1e of sale and shipment of ~ 
~ tJ1is package, tl1e tax ,vill be ~-
~ paid on sworn returns thereof ~ 
~ to Collector of I11ternal Rev- ~ 
~ enue, 1st Dis t. 1\1:o. ~ 
~ Meyer Brothers Drug Oo., St. Louis. ~ 
~~~~~~~~f~~~ 

~&~-.it~~ ' .... . , ... ... ... ... 
~ INTERNAL REVENUE TAX. I 
2a 4 CENTS. ~ 
~-"" Stamps not being- obtainable ~ 
-';W at time of sale and shiptnent of ~ i this package, the tax ,vill be ~ 
~ paid on sworn returns the reof ~ · I to Collectoi: of Internal Rev- ~ 
~ enue, 1st Dis t. Mo. ~ 

~ Meyer Brothers Drug Oo., St. Louis. ! 
~~~~~~~~ 

The black stamps ·were discovered in the Meyer Brothers files in 1905. They 
were prepared for use, but few, if any, may have been used. No used copies 
have been found. 

Meyer Brothers used their higher denomination stamps on packages 
containing multiples of lower priced items. Each item should have been 
stamped individually, but applying the stamps to a group saved time. 

~ ~ ~~ 
~ INTERNAL REVENUE TAX. · Pi 
~ 3-8 CENT. Pi 
~ Stamps not being- obtainable Pi 
~ at time of sale and shipment of Pi 
~.- tJ1is package, the tax ,vill be ~ 
G!I paid on sworn r e turns thereof ~ 
~ to Collectoi: of Internal Rev- ~ I enue, 1st Dis t. Mo. Pi 
8 Meyer _Brothers Drug Co., St. Louis. ~ 
~~~~z~~~ 

~~~ w~~~ 
~ INTERNAL REVENUE TAX. ·I 
-~ . 2 CENTS. ~ 
~ Stamps not being- obtainable PJiil 
~ at _time of sale and shipment of Pi 
~ this package, the tax will be ~ 
GIi paid on sworn returns thereof ~ 
~ to Collecto~ of -Internal Rev- ~ 
~ enue, 1st Dist. Mo. ~ 
~ Meyer ~rothers Drug Co., St. Louis. ~ 
~~~~t'~~~i'~ 

... ... ., 
... ' ' ~ ~~-

IllTERNAL REVENUE TAX. ~ 
5 CENTS. I 

Stamps not being- obtainable ' 
at time of sale and shipment of 
tJ1is package, the tax will be ~ 
paid on sworn r eturns thereof . ~ 
to Collector of Internal Rev- ~ 
enue, 1st Dist. Mo. I 
Meyer Brothers Drug Oo., St. Louis. ~ 
~~~w~~~~ 

' ' ·" ' ' ' ~ 
'~ , . ,,, ,,. '. ,, ' 

IITERNAL REVENUE TAX. 
II 1-4 CENTS. 

Stamps not being obtainable 
at time of sale and shipment of 
tl1is package, the tax will be 6' 
paid on sworn returns thereof ~ 
to Collector of Internal Rev::­
enue, 1st Dist. Mo. 
Meyer Brothers Drug Oo., St. Louis. 

...... (' ... 
. ... ~ ~- .. ~~~ 

✓ 

✓ 
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Meyer Brothers Drug Company 

Government issue and collateral 

Meyer Brothers cancels of July 1, 1898 on government issue stamps show they, too, had a small initial supply 
of these, or they used July 1 throughout July. The third stamp below, dated January 11, 1900, shows that Meyer 
Brothers did not use the same date all month, at least later. This suggests the July 1, 1898 date was used on that day. 

. 
. ,, 

Covers from and to Meyer Brothers during the tax period. Johnson and Johnson and Seabury and Johnson were 
separate units of the same medicine company, active today. 
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p. 11 
Imperial Crown Perfumery was a subsidiary of Meyer Brothers. During the tax period the 
parent company marketed Imperial Crown Cucumber Cream, Imperial Crown Rose Water 
and Glycerin, Imperial Crown Lemon Juice and Lotion and the like. 

Note use of the same font for the cancel on this stamp as the printed Meyer Brothers cancel, 
suggesting that that was reserved for the cosmetic products sold under their Soul Kiss brand. 

N~ _ 5~7~98 _ _ 

OC'1 St. uo u is,----~=--~-
V ,.: '\ ""~ ..,.., ' . 

+--- ----r-----';?.._ ----'-J ,,_, ·, _- -+/_ w_:, ~ ' - ------

~~.':'(? ~~ :._____;____ _ ____ --;1-3 
c______ _ ____ __,__vu_ Do 11 a rs 

VA W ITH EXCHANGE ON ST. LOU IS OR NEW YOR K . · 

TO _u,____,___• r.~. ~~~ "---------'---,L ---------::::::==-----:::::.___.,, 
MEYER BROTHERS DRUG Go. 

~El~ICU·FIEf.f.L LIT HO CO. ST.WU l3. 

-

Pe1·---- ~ ------'~,L_ _ ___: _ _____-c~_~._t __c___· ,::___,:__~---,---c~--­

li-ea.s111·er. 

This Meyer Brothers check, used during the tax period, did not require a tax stamp, being issued after June 30, 1901 and payable on sight. 

The check below, payable to Meyer Brothers, was written by a drug company in Stanton, Iowa during the tax period but before July 1, 1901, so 
required two cents tax even though payable on sight or demand. The orange imprint on it is the tax stamp. 

TIONAL BANK, 

;r"'°Cl.fICA60, ILL. 
. ; 

Ii" \ - . . . 

,.. -

" 

,,... 

'"' ,..., 

~ 71,;,1 
""' =--

'"' 

765 

DEC R v 
- -- - - • 

• • 

L:LARS • 

< 

CASH ! ER· . 



p. 12 

T.M. Sayman 

Provisional issue 

Type VI wording: "Revenue'' inserted before 
''will be paid:' instead of ''the tax:' otherwise as Type III. 

~ 111111111: I' If 11 I 111 t I I ti IIIIH lllltllff ll1 lrllll 11 1111111111111!: - -- -= --
- Internal Re,enne Tax ¼ eent - -- -- -
- Stamps 1,1.ot-being obt ain- _ 

ahle at time of sale and :: 
11blcinient 'of this package, -
~s.'a-fi';tre will be paid on ::: 
sworn returns thereof to 
Collector of Internal Reve-

- nue, 1st D ist. Mo. :::, 

- - T.M.SAVMAN. 
- -51111 hll 11111 '11\II IIIIWII II IIIIIIIIIIIIIIIIIIIIIII I Ill I I Ill lllli; 

✓ 
• . =.1111111111111 HllllllllllllllUIJllltllltlllmmm 11111! 111 11 11!: 

= - -
- lnktfl- Raa.e 1119 5/4 eent ~ - u,'f'Plr . •e . -= ~ ~ = StalllJ)s not being obt ain- :: 

- lal\ii~iime ft~s \trlff -= e l\Cpe DUI. = 
:a: et rns the reof to -

Collector of Internal Reve- -
• nue, 1st Dist. Mo. :,:-

• 
T. M.SAYMAN . . -

:ill I 1111 1111 lt'i 111111111111 111II II I Il l llll II l I I I I ll!I 111 111111 Ii l fr. 

. :!I Ill 1111 Htn 1111111111111111111 11 1111111111! 111111 h 11111111111 U.!: 

lnternaf 'lfe1ea11e Tax 1¼ ots. -
= C '1J = 
i Stamps not being~~iu- -
= IUI:time of sale and _ 

nti!~if; package, 
- e l~em, = sworn ret t -= 

Collector of Inte.rna.- - ·-= nue, 1st Dist. l\lo. -

T. M. SAYl\1AN. 
~lll 111 11 H 11 il:Jll lllll llflllllllllllllHIIIIIIHIN litllill III J;f 

' 

✓ 

Sayman provisionals are known in three denominations - ¼¢, %¢, and 1 ¼¢. These amounts indicate products (salve, 
soap and vegetable liniment) retailing for 10¢, 25¢ and 50¢. 

The size of and wording on the provisionals make it unlikely that they were printed by the same firm as any of the others. 

Government issue 

Sayman cancels on battleship revenues are known on the same three denominations as the 
provisionals. None have been found dated earlier than July 22, 1898. Either Sayman was not 
able to buy a supply prior to July 1, or early examples have not been identified. 
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How To TEST SOAP ·Take any brand of soerp from the finest to the cheapest. Dip them 
in hot water. You will find them to get soft. feel greasy, turn 

g-ray and waste away when not in use, while SA "'MAN'S, SO~P remains firm wi!hout the slightest greasy 
feeling and hardens readily when exposed to the air. Don t fail to make this soap test. 

36 

A Sayman cover from eight years after the tax period. As a young man Sayman spent time with a traveling circus, where 
he learned to pitch his products to the masses, as in ''How to Test Soap:' 

Like Listerine, Camp ho-Phenique, and even Prickly Ash Bitters, Sayman Soap can still be obtained today. 

Use of the provisional stamps ended on or around July 21, 1898 when sufficient quantities of stamps issued by the 
government became available. All 37 of the St. Louis provisional stamps currently known are represented in this exhibit, 
although it is possible that additional provisionals exist and 1:11ay come to light in the future. 
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