
Background: In the early days of Aviation, non-stop transatlantic flights were not only a rare occurrence, but also 

represented at times major political and social statements. Events like the 1927 Charles Lindbergh flight or the 1928 

transatlantic voyage of Amelia Earhart drew enormous publicity as the first of their kind. In early 1932 Stephen Dari-

us and Stanley Girenas, two American pilots, both born in Lithuania, both veterans of WWI, decided to fly non-stop 

from NYC to Kaunas, drawing significant media attention and putting their native country on an international Aero-

nautic map.  

Although most prior flights had few pieces of mail carried across the Atlantic, the mailings were “unofficial”. In the 

beginning of February 1933, Capt. Stephen Darius ob-

tained official permits from both the US and Lithuanian 

Postal Administrations to carry mail. It became the first 

official transatlantic airmail delivery. 

Transatlantic flights were a risky endeavor. In 1932, out 

of 8 attempted ocean crossings, 6 failed. Most successful 

transatlantic flights at that time were accomplished using 

the most modern at that time types of mechanically su-

perior airplanes with sophisticated navigational and ra-

dio equipment. Two courageous Lithuanian pilots could 

not afford that. They flew a rebuilt old Bellanca Pace-

maker high wing monoplane with only a 330 HP engine. Needless to say, it was not an adventure for the weak of 

heart. The orange painted Lituanica airplane successfully crossed the Atlantic, but crash landed in Germany in 

stormy weather and both pilots were killed. Mail was hand delivered to Kaunas, Lithuania by land and forwarded 

further to intended recipients. The two American pilots became instant heroes in Lithuania. To this day, there are 

streets and schools in both Chicago and Lithuania carrying their names.  

Importance and Rarity: All philatelic material surrounding 

early transatlantic flights is scarce, and sought after by collectors 

of early aviation paraphernalia and airmail philatelists alike. Col-

lectors of “crash covers” are always in a hunt for the pieces of 

mail carried by the two Lithuanian pilots. In addition, this heroic 

event represented one of the biggest achievements in the histo-

ry of the small European nation. Materials associated with this 

flight are of utmost significance, but are rarely found in most  

Lithuanian philatelic collections. They are very scarce. Some of 

the items in this exhibit are among the only known examples of 

their kind. 
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Items of special interest: Special overprinted stamps issued prior to the flight 

Page 3 - blocks of 4 overprinted stamps. Although single sets are frequently offered for sale at various phila-

telic auctions, blocks of 4 are exceptionally rare. After the tragic ending to the flight, the remainder of the un-

sold stamps were overprinted again in blocks of 4 (page 12). Even though the initial overprinting was done in 

larger quantities, blocks of four (with all 4 overprint types) are extremely scarce. 

Page 4 - double overprints. One block of 4 was double over-

printed  by mistake. Exhibited are two of 4 possible exam-

ples of this error which have survived to this day. 

Page 5 - blocks of 4 overprinted imperforates. Only 3  

blocks of four were officially overprinted. I have only seen 

one other set of pairs in 20+ years of my research. 

Page 9 (bottom) - private letter from Capt. Stephen Darius 

to his friend Reverent Juozas Packevičius. Aside from the 

letters addressed to the Lithuanian president and one pri-

vate letter which was returned to the US by mistake, this is 

the only non-philatelic letter carried on the flight known to 

me. There could be a few others, but not many. 

Page 11 - the only known proof of the overprint.   

Individual Research: 1. Since my detailed studies of D-G overprints and double overprints published in 

the Lithuania Philatelic Society Journal (Chicago) #237 in 2008 (pages 44-54), post-WWII overprint forgeries 

are no longer considered “proofs” or “second printings” as it was stated at times in old expert certificates.           

2. Interesting research of the flight covers giving preview to friendship between one of the pilots and a Catho-

lic Priest of Marian Order. 3. Research of the “OK” approval of 

the circular overprint proof by Lithuanian Consul Zadeikis re-

quired archival search of his known signatures, etc. 

Condition: Condition of the absolute majority of the mint 

stamps is impeccable, and considering rarity, best possible. Co-

vers are in an excellent state of preservation for being in a mail 

bag thrown out of a moving airplane into the forest during a 

thunderstorm just seconds before the crash.  
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The wreckage of Lituanica airplane on display in Vytautas the 
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